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To THE 


Pariſhioners of WixerniKGnAns 


My 4 055 Ake, I 


Aving drawn up theſe Lectures 
upon the Church Catechiſm, 


* 


chiefly for your benefit, and in dif- _ 


charge of my office amongſt you; I 
now take this method of making them 
better known to you, and would glad- 
ly beſpeak your favourable attention 
to them. Which I have the more 
reaſon to hope for, as I can truly ſay 
they are publiſhed by the advice, and 
at the repeated requeſt, of ſome per- 
ſons of knowledge and experience; 
who judged they might be of ſervice 
to the cauſe of * : | 
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EM 
I commend you to God's blefling 
in'the reading of them; in whoſe 
hands a well-meant attempt may be to 
you, and others, the ſavour of life un- 
to life; and with my hearty prayers 
that it may be ſo, deſire you to accept 
this publick teſtimony of my reſpect 
and concern for you; who am 255 
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Have only one or two things to deſire 
I of the Reader, by way of Pretace. 
One is, that if he is a real chriſtian, - 
preſſing into the kingdom of God, he 
would not quarrel with me for a form of 
expreſſion, or peculiarity of opinion; dif- 
fering perhaps from his, in one or more 
points, not of the eſſence of religion; but 
that we may ſtrengthen one anether's hands 
in the great point of turning to God, ac- 
cording to the faith of Chriſt, in the way 
of an inward work, under the influences 


of the ſpirit. : 
The other is, that if he be a formaliſt, 
or outward profeſſor only, and has never 
been ſtirr'd up to ſeek after the redemp- _ 
tion that is by Chriſt in the deep ground _ 
CCC 


[ vi 


of his heart; he would conſider ſeriouſly 
with himſelf, whether religion, according 
to the plain meaning of the Bible, is not 
Converfion ? and whether any kind of reli- 
gion, Which leaves him juſt where it found 
him, without working any change of his 
tempers, and affections, can be pleaſing 
to God, or a ground of his preſent and 
future happineſs, e 
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 Puacricat Lecrunss. 
| ON THE. 


12 CATECHISM. 


LECTURE 1. 


1 with God's WE to go 
over the Churth: e e * dw . 
; Ay > | | 5 1 


Not ſo al in os may of a 

tion, as to teach you how to apply it, and 
bring it home to yourſelves; by turning it - 
into ſo many heads of ſelf. examination. | 


That, if it pleaſe God, we: e may Beg 
conſider whether we have yer made a right 
uſe of the excellent inſtruction afforded us 
in it; by laying it up in our hearts, and 

converting it into the nouriſhment of our 

ſouls. To give you _— Oy | 
of What T mean'y © 3. Ak 474 8 | 


The Church. Catechiſm is a 1 2 | 
plain inſtruction in an feveral _—_ Sg 


FI 8 1 
| 8 The chriſtian covenant. 2. The chrif. 


tian faith. 3. The chriſtian obedience. 
4. The chriſtian prayer. 3. The chriſtian wb 
ſacraments. Now, 5 | 


Do you remember 0 much as the words 
of this ſhort inſtruction P and if you do, 
have you a proper dee of it ? 
Did you ever meet with any difficulties in 
it? Ka" if youdid, was you careful and de- 
ſirous to get them removed? Alas! alas! 
I fear m many of thoſe to whom 1 am ſpeak- 

„cannot truly ſay thus much for thenh- 
8 God help us ＋ while! for it is a 
| fad reproach to us who call ourſelves chriſ- 

tians, and wou'd take it ill not to be 
thought ſo, to be ſo ignorant of the great 
trtuths of our moſt holy religion, as we ge- 
nerally are. But now obſerve what I fay; 
If we had never ſo perfect a knowledge of 
it, and of all the particulars of our duty, 
yet if this be all — if we reſt here 
with all our pains we have done juſt no- 
thing. Our knowledge is ſtill in the "Rp 


where it can do us no od. Ni ki 5 


© The 725 af al 880 knowledge is prac; : 
tice and ſelf. application. It is intended to 
be the touchſtone of the heart. There it 
is that it muſt do its work in us; and 
there it is that we muſt work with 7, | 


[9] 


If 1 have a right underſtanding of the 


chriſtian covenant, do I willingly receive it, 
and have I dere into it in the e 
of God? 


I we know what we mean, when we 


is ve believe all the articles of the 


2 chriſtian faith; do we alfo believe to the 
faving of the ſoul ? Heb. x. 39. Do we 
content ourſelves with barely believing ; 
or only thinking that we believe, when 
indeed we do not; or is our faith a living, 
working principle in us, from God; pro- 
ducing chriſtian obedience, and all che trui its 
of a holy converfation .* a 


We all know that prayer isa hey of the 
higheſt i importance. And perhaps we may 
go ſo far toward the quieting of conſcience 
as to uſe ſome daily form of prayer, But 
is our prayer an inward work ? is it the 

prayer of the heart from what we feel of 
our miſery and corruption? Do we aſk 
ſpiritual bleſſings of God with the ſame 
true, earneſt defire, that a perſon ready to 
periſh with hunger wou'd aſk for bread';' 
as knowing within ourſelves that we are 


undone, if God does not grant whar we- 


yu ret 
1 5 N We 


[80] 
We ſay, the chriſtian ſacraments are he- 
caflaey to ſalvation. | But do we look well 
to the end and deſign of them? Have we, 
ſince we came to years of diſcretion, turn. 
ed our baptiſm into a true cdvenanting with 


God? Is the ſacrament of the Lord's ſup- 


per precious in our eyes; as the memorial 
of, Chriſt's body broken, and his blood 
ſhed for us, by which alone we obtain re- 
miſſion of our ſins? Do ve come to it 
with holy deſires, and hearts full of grati- 
tude ; as the token and ſeal. of God's mer- 
cies to us in Chriſt? And do we dee 
as a means of grace, and of en 
ſelves up in our moſt holy faith? | lo, 


Thus f it is we ſhould draw nouriſhment 
from ſcripture, from ſermons, and from 
all kinds of religious inſtruction. And of 

we do not thus bring all we learn home to 

ourſelves, it will be no better to us than an 
idle tale. If we had never ſo exact a know- 

ledge of the way of ſalvation, and of all 
the points of chriſtian doctrine, it would 


be the ſame to us as no knowledge; it will 
never bring us one jot nearer to God, and 
the chriſtian happineſs. The one thing ne- 

ceſſary is converſion; and converſion comes 


by ſelf application; I mean, as begun, and 
$$ carried on by the hol ly ri. 
TR 6 - 


In - 


[44] 

In this view then, I ſhall ſpeak to you 
r a few Sundays upon our Church Cates 
chiſm. As I told you before, at this time, 
rather to enforce than explain it. A word or 

two in ſeaſon, if it pleaſes God, may reach 
| your hearts; and that i is wat! aim at. 


- The firſt uf the ger parts vil 1 told { 

eu the Catechiſm. is divided into, is the 
_ chriſtian covenant, We are told, what is 
God's part of this Covenant, and what is 
ours. What he does, and will do for us, and 
what we engage on our parts to do for our- 
5 ſelves; or rather conſent, and deſire He 
— & 1 ſhould do in us, Heb. Vili. 10—12: God's 

part of this covenant is, that all 'who truly 
take upon themſelves the profeſſion of the 
chriſtian religion by bapten, are made 

Is members of Chriſt, children of God, aud inbe-- 
rler 2 * the Kingdom of beaven.. e ES 


e for certain, that it is an Wen 
able mercy of God to man, in his condemn- 
ed, fallen ftate, thus to prevent him with + 
s goodnels. © To offer him a<ovenant of 
l peace; to forgive his" ſins; to tale us into 
Himſelf by Chriſt” to icke his children 
by adoption, ant heirs of eyerlaſting life... 
J fay agiin, unſpeakably great is the mers - | 

cy of God towards us! Indeed ſo e 


18 


« 2] ET 
almoſt to — our belief of it. When 
we conſider our own unworthineſs, we can 
hardly perſuade ourſelves of the truth of 
what is told us. But that it is ſo, we may 
be fully aſſured by theſe plain ſcriptures, 
amongſt many others For as the body” 
is one, and bath many members, and all the 
members of i bat one body, being many, are one 
body.; [o alſo is Cbriſt; for by one ſpirit we 
are all baptiſed into one body, 1 Cor. xii, 12, 
13. We are members of bis body, of bis fleſb, 
and of bis bones, Eph. v. 30. Me are. ibe 
children of God by faith in Chriſt Feſus ; for 
as many of you as have been baptiſed into. Corift, | 
' have put on Chriſt, Gal. iii. 26, 27. And 
if Children, then heirs, beirs .of 6G od, and 


jour heirs' with Es Rom, VII. 17. 


- And the W — 0 of all ſuch expreſſions 
as theſe is, that we, Who are by nature 
children of wrath; dead in treſpaſſes and 
bins; and utterly unable by any will or 
5 of our own, to help ourſelves out of 
our wretched condition of weakneſs, cor- 
* "Tuption, and total alienation from the life life 
of God 3 are by being taken into Chriſt, 

made partakers of his nature; as a lind 
or member, has the ſame nature with, and 
is nouriſhed by, it's body, or a branch by 
OR It DIO: God fees us 
in 


; [4 a * - K P ON 


A r 
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[ 13 IH 
in Chriſt as nat or members of his body; 
or as he does Chriſt, himſelf, . And pro- 
nounces of the whole body — Chriſt the 
head, with all his members — This is 
Beloved ſon, in whom. I am well-pleaſed. B 
virtue of our union with Chriſt, we | 
before God clear of all blame; as children 
and ſervants of his family and kingdom; 
to have a new heavenly. life and nature 
- wrought into us by the in- dwelling of his 
| ſpirit; to be enabled by continual ſupplies 

of his grace, to walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith we are called; Eph..iv. 1. and 
be made meet to be partakers. of the. inle- 


e n e Ce i. 14. 1 


. Well then; is all this glad tidings .o 
your fainting foul? A. welcome and ſea- 
ſonable relief to you in your periſhing con- 
dition ? And do you indeed value theſe pri- 
vileges more . all the world? Or are 
you careleſs and unawaken'd, and altoge- 
ther ignorant of theſe matters? Or do you 
reſalve to truſt to your baptiſm, though _ 
you neither conſider the terms, nor look 


' after the bleſſings,, nor make good the en- | 


gagements of it? Vou ſay, you are a mem- 
ber of Chriſt. Then "i have received 
the forgiveneſs of your-fins. For no man 


can be a N Chriſt in his natural 
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concerns in this world. 


[14] 
ſtare, and with the guilt of his fins upon 
him. But are you in him by a true and 
living faith 3 nouriſhed by him as a mem- 
ber of his body, and growing up in him 
into a new. man? Was. there ever a time 
when you came to him with hearty con- 


bern, or earneſt deſire for the remiſſion of 


your fins? And did yuu ever apply it to 
yourſelf, and beg of God to apply it to 
3 as an ineſtimable mercy, and no- 


thing leſs than life from the dead? You 


fay, you are a child of God. But is your 
heart own :God, as the heart of a lov- 
ing and obedient child: is towards its fa- 


ther? defiring to pleaſe him, fearing tô 


offend him, and reſigned to his will? 
You ſay, you are an inheritor of the king- 


dom of heaven. Bat. is the bent of 1 1701 Y 


defire towards your heavenly | in Bl rs 


Do you chuſe it for your ortion? And 
reſolve, by the grace of God, to ſecure. 


your title to it, whatever becomes of your - 


Dearly beloved, jet 10 "oy as we yy 
dined with fack an inward work "as 


this, will our -baptiſm be ua benefit and 4 
blefling to us. But if we only learn the 


words of our Catechiſm when we are 
children; and foon forget it; and think 


no 


1 L 15/] 
no» more of it; at leaſt not in the way 1 
am- ſnewing you; our baptiſm is no bap- 
tiſm, let us be bäptiſed when we will; 
whether in our infancy, or at man's eſtate, 


unleſs we can be members of Chriſt, *chil- - 


dren of God, and inheritors of the king- 
dom of heaven, without knowing what it 
is to be ſo, or ever concerning ourſelves 
about it.; or at the ſame time that we are 
| flaves of fin, and have a heart for nothing. 
but the world. „%% ern 

Learn then to apply the Catechiſm in this 
manner. Search the ſcriptures together 

with it. Think with yourſelves, that if 
you are not members of Chriſt, &c. by your 
own act and deed, and by a real covenant- 
ing with him, when you are of age for it, 
you are undone for ever. And then think. 
with yourſelves, whether you are ſo now, 
or have any deſire to be ſo. And may 
God convince you of the greatneſs, and 
neceſſity, of the ſalvation offered you in 
Chriſt, and bleſs you in your endeavours 


of turning to him. 


E C u. 


ing to you upon the Church- Catechiſm, 
1s not only. to explain it where it may be 
neceſſary, but chiefly to teach you how to 


apply it; and by means of it to bring the 
matter betwixt God and * fouls' to was 


Tit ue. 


| And I pray God you may: not deceive 
yourſelves wich a vain hope of being chriſ- 
. tians, or in a way to obtain the chriſtian 
teward ;, when perhaps many of you do 


not ſo much as remember the words of this 


Hort inſtruction; or, if you do, content 


yourſelves with barely knowing it, with- 


out bringing it home to ene and 


eng your conſciences oy: 1. 


Sbort as it is, let me tell you it contains 
matters of very high concernment to us; 


and wer Fx 783 we had need be well- 
grounded in; if we & any benefit, or 
comfort from our . The chief 


ints it offers to our conſideration and be- 


| lief, are ſuch as the wiſeſt men upon earth” 
could never have arrived to a knowledge 


oh 


r Have told you that my defign i in. WA Leak A 


* ain as - - tis. "RY «Dc AS as. "ds. 1 a FLY 


heh q 17 ] 

of, without the help of God. But what, 
now: they are tevealed, all with his help: 
may, and upon the peril of their ſouls: 
muſt, know let them be bever ſo ſimple, 
and unlearned. All conſiſts in a willing 
and well · diſpoſed mind; for ſuch God 
himſelf will teach, by putting his laws. into 
their. minds, and writing tbem upon ibeir 
bearls,. Heb, viii. 10. And if any are 
ignorant of what is neceſſury to ſal vation, 
when they have ſuch a teacher to go to; 
let them pretend what they will, there can 
be but one true reaſon for it, viz. That in 
the bottom of their hearts, they do not de · 
re the — of Wien An in 

r „ Ds 211 

The ſeveral parts into "which the Cats 
chiſm may be divided, are 1. The chriſtian 
covenant. 2. The chriſtian faith. 3. The 
—_ obedience. 4. The chriſtian progis 

8. An. cbrflan ſacraments, A 

"The Arlt af. Wes is che chriſlian! n 
nant. And God's part of this covenant 
= weare told is this — That all who. 8 
take upon themſelves the i profeſſion: of 
Chriſt's religion in, baptiſm,” are mem — = 1 
Cbriſt, chilaren of, God, Anperitors of 4 
dom of ewes... And if you de 


What * told Jou. of the great ae pea: 
able 


16 


- Ta} | | 
able mercy of being 
mily and kingdom, as well- beloved chil- 
dren ; when we were dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins; members of the devil's kingdom; and 
cou'd do nothing to help-ourſelves in our 


ſad condition of miſery and corruption: 


That by virtue of our union with Chriſt, 
vue axe partakers of his nature, of his life, 


holineſs and ſonſhip; and looked upon by 
God as ſuch; as parts, or members, of 


Chriſt's body, in whom he is well pleaſed: 


I ſay, if you rightly underſtand this, and 
_ eſpecially if God has given you the grace 


to apply it, you will be diſpoſed and de- 
ſirous to know what is your — this co 


venant; and what you muſt do to ſecure 


mo tle to ſuch invaluable bleſſings. | S 


0 


us, viz. That et are to renounce the devil aud 
all his works ; the- pomps and vanities of _ 
wicked wurld; and all the finful Iuſts of the 
Beſb > To believe all the articles of the chriſ- 
tian faith : To keep God's holy will and com- 


of our lives, —A ſhort word upon each of 


be as much as is neceſſary, It the heart is 
We the W is ſoon informed. 


taken into God's fa- 


And fi certain, our our part of this bleed 
eovenant is no other than what is here told 


mandmenis, and to walkin the ſame all the days 
theſe heads, by way of explanation, may 


But 
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19 
But ſo long as that continues harden'd, or 
Now of belief, no inſtruct ion either of Sed 
or man will take ben A 


3 „Vn renounce oat et 
his works — That wicked ſpirit, whom the 
ſcripture calls the Prince, John xiv. 30. 
and the God of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 4. Be- 
cauſe this world, by · the permiſſion of God, 
is the place where he exerts his power and 
malice; and becauſe by the ſin of our firſt 
parents, he has gotten but too great a do- 
minion over the ſouls of men, and leads tos 
f many of them captive at bis will, 2 Tim. ii. 
\ 26. — Together with the whole crew of 
fallen angels, whom he drew after him in 
his ane and rebel lion againſt God. And 
Wbo, as St. Jude tells us, are reſerved in 
5 everlaſting chains under darkneſs, unto the 
Y 3 of the great day, ver. 6. From 
whence we learn, that there is a large com- 
Pany of wicked ſpirits, who are fallen ſrom 
God, and have Joſt their happineſs for ever. 
What their particular crime was, I dont 
know that ſeripture any where informs us. 
But we have reaſon to believe it was Pride. 

A caſting off their de pendanee upon God, 
and a proud imagination to be great and 
powerful, wiſe and happy in their own 
e This was actual y the ks 


5 each „ 
laid for our firſt parents ---- 22 Hall be as | 
Gods, &c. Gen. iil. 3. He knew but too 
well how ſucceſsful .an engine it would be 
do compaſs their ruin, and therefore proba- 
'bly it was the fin by which he fell himſelf. | 
And beſides, we know that nothing ſo fa- 
tally ſeparates between God and the crea- 
ture, as pride; 1 mean a proud conceit of 
our own ſtrength, wiſdom, or righteouſneſs. 
And nothing can preſerve our union with 
God, or promote our return to him, but 
humility. Let this be a warning to us; 
and keep us very low in our own eyes. But 
what it concerns us more eſpecially to know 
of the devil, and his angels, is, fir ſt, that 
ſin, perſiſted in, will as certainly ſeparate 
us for ever from God, as it has done them ; 
and as certainly expoſe us to the ven- 
geance of eternal fire. Secondly, that their 
nature is ſo wholly changed from what it 
was, that inſtead of being good, and hap- 
Py, and glorious: creatures, as they once 
were, they are now cruel and revengeful ; 
full of hatred, and ſpite, and malice to 
_ God, and to his whole creation, they take 
Pleaſure in making fools and flaves of as 
many as they can. They employ all their 
Pains, and ſtrength, and ſubtlety, in de-: 
ceiving and ruining mankind; and in a 
perpetual war againſt God and . W c 


a. 
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tempers, which make the devil what he is; 


lice, envy, revenge, lying, and evil. peng 
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And therefore we are under a neceſſity of 
renouncing either God or them. We muſt: 
abhor their nature; dread their power; 
and guard againſt their wiles. If we 
would be the childrey of God, and heirs 
of his kingdom, we muſt be faithful n 
our allegiance, and ſubjection to him: 
We muſt fight manfully againſt his, ang 
our great enemies; and reſolve, by the 
grace of God, to keep ourſelves at the 
greateſt diſtance from al thoſe accurſed 


are a preſent hell within us, and will be 
our tormentors for ever: viz. pride, ma- 


ing; from which laſt quality, if you do 
not know it, the devil has his name. For 
the word Devil * a ber or ov 
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2 al RE?” 10 renounce | the pomps | 
a vanities of this wicked world. . And, 3. 
all the ſinſul luſts of the fleſh. 1 will tell you 
briefly what I think we are to eee 
by. theſe expreſſions, 9 3 465 9 900 


be world i is wicked as 3 in 3 
1 John v. 19. That is to ſay, as the 


centrality of thoſe who live in it at all 


times, are eit * in vain and fat 
| al. 


% © 8 == 
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4 


chief end and aim of: their living ; get - 


or however ſpending all their time and 


| heir creation. And the things of this 
world, great abundance- of the convenien- 


a renounced, —— deſpiſed, dreaded; ab- 
horred 


[ 221 8 
fu] purſuite ? or greedy. of hat they call 
the good things of itz making them the 


ting them too often by unlawful methods; 
pains about them, © as to be forgetful of IN * 
their eternal intereſt, and the great end of 


Des of ile; its riches, honours, and plea- 
ſures, are ſtiled pumps and vanities; as hav- 
ine a gaudy appearance, dazling the ſenſes, 
and look ing fair to eyes of fleſh and blood. | 
But without any real worth and goodneſs in 

them; contributing nothing to the true 
happineſs of man; but for the moſt part 
hiding it from him, and depriving him of 
it. And therefore to be ſuſpected; deſir- 
ed with moderation; and uſed with cau- 
tion. As having a fatal tendency to ſteal 
away the de and Va off our alfeRtions 
open: God. "Ma 


oat this Ense, 1 the world is to 


that! is, all ſuch thoughts con- 
cerning it, ways of uſing i it, or 2 in Wc 
it, as may any ways hinder, prejudice, or WW. 
ruin our future happineſs. ' The founda- WM; 
tion of which, according to the whole te- 


nor 


FER 


1 


„ 


„o vie. av, Mt 


5 141 GR 
nor of ſcripture, muſt neceſſarihy be laid 
here, in fuch rk KS ay as are Mopar 


to it. 


7 By the ub, you a are to . 
. to the general uſe of that word 


| in ſcripture, the old man; the natural 
man; the whole nature of man, ſoul and 


body, in his preſent degenerate, fallen ſtate, 5 
Jas deſpoiled of the image of God, in 
which he was made; as turned from God, 
and giving the ſtrength of his heart to the 
creatures; darkened in his underſtanding, 
corrupt in his will; and ſo long as he con- 
tinues turned from God in the bent of his 
deſires and affections, neceſfarily ſinful; and 
tending only to miſery. {See Dr. * F 3 
And the Fleſh, with its fonful Ales, is 60 
be renounted; that is to ſay, the ſtate here 
deſeribed, and continuance in it, is above 
all things in the world to be dreaded; as 
diſpleaſing to God, and the death of the 
ſdul. a fmgle aim, i earneſt: deſire, 


endeavour, and application of the a 


man is to be turned againſt it, and:aſtrong 


trom it; with a fulł purpoſe and determi- 
nation to put ourſelves into the hands of 
God, x6 he purged and ſanctiſed. | 


cry raiſed in the heart after deliverance 


[44] 

ſo being \renewed inthe ſpirit- me our mind, | 
Eph. iv. 23. and recovering in ſome good 
degree the original perfection of our na- 
ture; that is, being turned in the bent and 
inclination of the ſoul to God, we may 
be qualified to enjoy him, by rf making 
him our choice. Which cannot otherwiſe 
be. For happineſs of any kind undeſired, 
is im poſſible, an; a ar ed in na- 
ture. 


We 4% . to lev all the articles 
1's the - chriſtian: faith ; and to keep God's | 
holy will and commandmenis, and wall in 
the ſame all the days of our life. But theſe | 
will be conſidered when we come to ſpeak | 
of the cbriſtian faith, and chriſtian obed . 
ence. 


— 8 6 1 * Fn * F 
5.24 2. 


And 1 would now, ac according ne pro- 
: method, teach you how to apply 
what has been ſaid at this time; and ex- 

hort you to bring it home to yourſelves, 
by turning it into ſo many heads of ſelf. 
examination. But this will be the nes | 
of: another Le e rn 50 23-88. fl 


7 . 


© 


375 


4 le. mean time conkdar hat fe 
been ſaid. Think of theſe; things with 
that. — which Wn re 1 


1 
cern in them demands of you, from this 
moment to the laſt hour of your breath. 


Judge of your religious ſtate, by your 
willingneſs to be inſtructed, and real deſire 
to profit by what you hear. And the Lord 
give you underſtanding in all thing. 
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ſtructed us in the nature of the 
Cbriſtian covenant; the great bleſſings made 
over to us in it on God's part; and the en- 
gagements we bring ourſelves under on 
ours; calls upon us in the next place to 
bethink ourſelves, whether we do indeed 
purpoſe to fulfil theſe engagements, and to | 
act ſuitably to ſo great a mercy — in this 


home queſtion and anſwer. 


0 Doſt thou not think that thou art bound 


to believe, and do as they have e ue 
bee 5 


A. Ye verily; and by God Foe 71 


will. And ] heartily thank our heavenly 


Father that be bath called me to this ftate of 
ſalvation, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 


And I pray unto God to give me his grace 
that I may continue in the ſame unio my 
bfe's end. 8 


| Here is ds to de a; but 


a great deal to be conſidered, and well ap- 


'5 1 8 835 


— —̃ —ͤ— r —— wwe os 4 oe. 
m es i. BS Re” WE 9 P od, 


| ie 27 3 3 
plied. This is all heatt-work. It 10 the 
will that muſt do all here. If we have 
never ſo great a knowledge of our reli- 
gion, we can only mock God, and cheat 
ourſelves with an empty profeſſion, till our 
wills and and affections are brought over to 
him. But if any, man deſires to know: his 
will, that he may do it, the ſpirit of God 
will take him in hand, and work .with him 
in the right place; I mean in the de 
of his heart; where only the knowledge 
of God, 0. Rayne, + things, can 15 him 
FI) good i tal 


Tale gpl d notice * for I * 
it with great confidence — that poverty, or a 
low and laborious ſtation in life, is no bar to 
the true Chriſtian knowledge... Many, it 
is true, are ſadly. ignorant of What it con- 
cerns them above all things in the world 
to know. But then it is becauſe all is 
cold and dead within them. Their hearts 
are averſe. to it; their affections, and their 
Whole ſoul is otherwiſe, engaged. If they 
X were but as i Ini quiſitive about their everlaſt- 
ing happigeb,.. and as. willing to know 
. the” way to heayen, as they are to thrivre 
„ 955 profÞer' in 1775 world, they might oon 
| 3 wile un 2 5 
J- | il N ate 1a N * obs 1 — 3 Do ths. 


fore you charge God fooliſhly. - 1 


Indeed, my friends, the ſimple turning of- 
the heart to God is all in all. And this, with 
the help afforded to all, is as much in the | 
power of one man as another, let their ſtati- 
on in the world; and knowledge in other re- 
ſpects, be what it will. And this turning of 
the heart and will to God, wherever it is real, 
brings God with all his power and love into 

OL x has „ 


{ 28 ] . 
Do not then put all from you, and 


give up your title to the precious mercies 


of God, by ſaying that you are poor and 
unlearned. You can know as much as is 
neceſſary, if God can make you know it. 


Read what St. Paul and St. James ſay of | 
God's calling and choice of the poor of 
this world; and let it forever ſtop your 
mouths, 1 Cor. i. 26—31. Jam. ii. 3. Do 
you who ſay this, uſe the means of know- 


ing; and take the fame pai is to do it, as 


you would in a matter which you thought 
very nearly concerned you? Do you ad- 


viſe with your miniſter? Do you think 
much, and with great concern of. your ſoul ? 
Do you make a conſcience of profiting by 
all you read, or hear? Lay your hand 


upon your heart, and ſee what you have 
done, or are doing in this great and weigh- | 


ty buſineſs of your eternal ſalvation, be- 


EE. ene: own ao wa oa Acc Mm. an ov. on S wei © 


oy 
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every ſoul of man; by as certain and natural 
a working, as the milk flows from the breaſt 
into the mouth of a chi Id | 


- Yes verily : ; "ai by God's ele 65 T will, 
Are you then indeed come thus far on 
your way? Do you ſincerely purpoſe and 
reſolve with the help of God to believe 
and do what _ Godfathers and God- 
mothers promiſed for you in your bap® 
tiim; and what you are bound to believe 
and do, if they had not promiſed for you; 
and what for certain you muſt do, if ever 
you be A of God's mercies in 
D Chit? Or, do you hear theſe queſtions 
„and es which in few words ſet be- 
| 


fore us the nature of the Chriſtian cove- 

nant——the privileges of a Chriſtian on 
the one hand, and his duty on the other 
—with as little thought, and underſtand- 
ing, and true concern for yourſelves, as 
you FEE them when you were chix. 
che 


1 n it flicks with many, to „ ſay, as 
our church does, that children are regene- 
rated with the holy ſpirit, and born again 
in baptiſm, I have no defire to unſettſe 

you in this point, as you will perceive be- 
fore] have finiſhed, N Lectures. * 
3 24 
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jet this be as it will, we may bring the | 
7 iſſue with Ro 1 
Whoever they are, who do not faithfully, 
and underſtandingly ratify this covenant 
in their own perſons; and anſwer to the 
whole, and every part of it 
and by God's belp ſo 1 will their baptiim 
They are yet in their ſins. 
It can avail them nothing to have been 
once the children of God, if by their in- 
difference they ſince make it appear, that 
they ſet no value upon ſo en and 
happy a distinction. 


' Underſtand me vel. 
only of the vileſt of mankind ; adulterers, 
fornicators, thieves, drunkards, common 
ſuch as have caſt off all 

ſhame and fear, and have their ſins writs 

ten in their foreheads. But whoever: they 
are, who have little or no concern about: 
their intereſt in Chriſt ; and do not cloſe 
| heartily with him for all his benefits, from 
n deep cogviction of their want of him: 

If they have had no experience. of a 

working time with God in the depth of 
their ſouls; and were never inwardly. 
n the name of the 
of the ſalvation he 
"_ them; if they bave no ſuch ſenſe. * 


matter to a ſpeedy 


Yes verily 3. 


is no baptiſm. 


1 do not -ſpeak: 


ſwearers, &c. 


* ——— - oo 
. 


ſtirred up to call 
Lord, and lay hol 


* 


* | 
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the evil of their. ſtate and nature, as to de-: 


Gre earneſtly to be delivered from it, and 


reſolve to put themſelves into the hands of 


God for that ' purpoſe, and to do all in 
their power to help forward their recove- 
ry let them be what they will in other 
reſpects, they are only children of this 


world; they walk on ſtill in darkneſs; 


are fill in ibe fleſh, and cannot pleaſe God, 


Brethren, here it is we ſkould. try our- 
ſelves. This is the ſearching, convincin 
point, Religion is an inward work o 


God upon the ſoul; diſtinctly known and 


felt. And whatever comes ſhort of this, 
leaves us in the darkneſs and deadneſs of 
our natural ſtate. It is true, inſiſting upon 


real, inward converſion by the power of 
God, always did, and always will give 
offence; eſpecially to thoſe who have a 
fairer outſide than others; and if they have 


no grofs ſins appearing in the life, think 


nothing of ſin in the heart. Which is by 
far the moſt dangerous, as being the hard- 


to know; and more ſo to have removed. 
But I t ſpeak, whether you will hear, 


or whether you will forbear, I know that 
e Ba gioſpel- 


Ed. 


r 

goſ pel-light is troubleſome at the firſt, 
It pinches cloſe ; and frets our ſpirits ; 
and bears hard upon our pride. And, if 
ever it does its work, muſt turn all up- 
| ſide down within us. And if what I ſay 

to you, both now and at other times, was 
to give you no diſturbance, I ou d con- 
clude at once that I was falſe to my office 
among you, and guilty of keeping back 
the truth. I will ſpeak it again; it is no 

more than what this anſwer of our Church- 
Catechiſm gives occaſion for; and who 
knows but God may ſpeak. too? 4 2 


What alen does thy heart ay? 4r it * 
1 80 thought of thy heart, that thou art 
dound, as ever thou wilt anſwer it to thy 
Poul, to believe and do theſe things? To 
delieve that God is thy Father; Chriſt-thy 
Redeemer; and the Holy Ghoſt thy Guide 


and SanRifier ? Doſt thou purpoſe, as in 2 


the preſence of God, to keep his holy will 
and commandments, as revealed to thee # 
in ſcripture? Does the ſtate of ſalvation, 
which thou art called to through Jeſus | 
Chriſt, appear to thee to be ſo ſeaſonable a 
relief, and ſo neceſſary for thee in thy fal- 
len, ſinful, helpleſs condition; that thou 
doſt clearly relolve for-the ſake of it to re- 
nuounce 


ds | 


I theſe things. Conſider what it is which 


1331 : 
nounce the Devil and all his works, the pomrps 


and vanities of this wicked world, and all the © 
fenful luſts of the fleſh ; that is, to dread, 


hate, and deſpiſe every thing that wou'd 
turn thee from God, and ſteal away thy 


WM heart and affections, and hinder thee from 


attaining to his grace and mercy in Chriſt ? 
And doſt thou heartily thank God for 
calling thee to this ſtate of ſalvation ? 


And pray for grace to continue in it unto 


thy life's end; ſo as thou doſt wiſh and 


pray for nothing elſe; as knowing that it 
is the one thing neceſſary all that God 


W can do for thee, and all that thou mou d 


defire for thyſelf z and that if thou doſt 
come ſhort of it, thou art undone for 


ever? 5 


See chen what anſwer you can aches; to 


our Church requires of all its members. 
Not an outward form, but a real, inward 
working towards a thorough change of 
heart and life, Being turned in the bent 
of our hearts towards God. And ſo per- 
ſuaded of our want of Chrift, and of 


God's covenant of peace in bim; as that 
when it is offered to our choice, and we 
are on to anſwer whether we will ac- 


We cept 
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cept it, or no, and do every thing on our 
part to ſecure our intereſt in it; we may 
ay boldly, and with a thankful heart. 


 Tes verily; and by God's belp fo I will. 


And may God bring you to this reſolu- 
tion, and enable you to keep it. 
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"LECT... 


HE ſecond of th five parts into 
which the Catechiſm is divided, is 
the Chriſtian faith ; contained in the Apoſ- 
tles Creed. So called not becauſe it was 
| compoſed, or drawn up in its preſent form 
by the apoſtles themſelves z but becauſe it 
is a ſummary of the doctrine they taught ; 
and contains in a ſhort compaſs all that is 
| neceſſary*to be beljeved. For herein we 
learn, 1. To believe in God the Father; who 
made us and all the world. 2. In God the 
Son ; who redeemed us and all mankind. 3. 
In God the Holy Ghoſt ; who ſanchifieth us, 
and all the elect poopie of God. | 


Theſe particulars ia underſtood, 
thoroughly believed, and well applied, 
are, in the judgment of our church, the 
ſum of the Chriſtian faith, and ſufficient 


for every one's falvation, Without this 


belief, there is no being a Chriſtian. More 
than this we need not; and leſs, the mean- 
eſt mult not 8 l 


„„; r? 


L 36 


If then you are ignorant of theſe great 
points of Chriſtian belief; and find in 
yourſelves no deſire to be well- grounded 


in them; do not deceive yourſelves. The 


fault is in your wills; and your ignorance : 


is criminal i in the fight of God. 


5 The firſt great article of the Ceed, | 


is belief in God: in two reſpects. 1. As 
the Maker of the world, and all things in it, 


2. As the Father. The firſt of theſe is 
common to all mankind; Heathens, Jews, 
and Chriſtians. The ſecond is revealed to 
Chriſtians. And the revelation of, God to 


them under the character of a Father; as 
it is expreſſive of the duty and love they 
owe him; ſo it is their peculiar priviledge z 


their joy and triumph; the ſupport and 


comfort of their lives, Rom. v. 11, 


The firſt of theſs, Viz. That God is the 


Maker of the world, and of all things in it, is Y 
common, I fay, to all mankind. They have 


an anavoidable ſenſe of it upon their minds; 
by tradition from our firſt parents, and 
natural apprehenſion z confirmed more- 
over by their own-reaſon, The frame of 


the world; the ſtructure of our bodies z 
the growth of the leaſt pile of graſs; the _ 


regular return of the feaſons, ſummer and 
winter, 


: 
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winter, ſeed time and harveſt; the reaſon- 
able ſou] within us; every thing about us, 


and belonging to us; done for us, and in 


us; brings in ſuch ſtrong and plain evi- 
dence of an all- powerful, and wife God, 
who made and governs the world; chat 
all are alike perſuaded of it; learned 
and unlearned, the higheſt and the loweſt. 
All believe with as much certainty, and 
fullneſs of conviction, that they have their 
life and being, and the ſupport of it from 
God, as that they Jive and move at all. 
And accordingly all the nations of the earth 
have always agreed in acknowledging the 
being and providence of God; the ho- 
mage they owe him, and their dependence 
on . Yy ſome kind of religious wor- 


ſhip. 


But then here anten on comes in a very 
wide difference. For be that the hea- 
thens had a multitude of gods; gods 
many, and lords many, as St. Paul ſays, 
I Gor. viii. 5. and worſhipped the wor 


| of men's hands, wood and ſtone: I fay, 
beſides this groſs ĩidolatry, with which man- 


kind was almoſt univerſally infected be- 
fore the coming of Chriſt ; and we of this 
nation as much as any; the worſhip they 
pm their ir gods, was only * a world- 

„ 1 


F 1 1 
ly account; for temporal bleſſings; outs 
ward plenty and proſperity. As our Sa- 
viour himſelf plainly intimates, Matt. vi. 
32. when he ſays, after all theſe things: do 
_ the Gentiles ſeek: meaning, that they look- 
ed for nothing elſe from the hands of their 
gods but worldly things; that it was the 
_ burthen of all their prayers, and addreſſes 
d them; 3 that they had no ſenſe of the 
darkneſs that was upon their minds; or 
defire of beiũg made partakers of the di- 
vine nature, by knowing and being known 
of God as the God and _ _ their 
en 


2. Whereas in Fo Chriſtian 8 i 
God offers himſelf to be known and re- 
ceived by mankind under the title and rela- 
tion of a father; the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: And in him of a ſpiritual 
race of children; begotten again to à lively 
hope. by. the reſurrefion of Chriſt from the 
dead, to: an inheritance incorruptible, and | 
wndefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
| Jorma in heaven for them,” who are kept by 
tbe power of God through faith unto ſalva- 


tion, 1 Pet. i. 3—5. Redeemed from the | 


vanity of a mere worldly life; giving all di- 
ligence io make their calling and election ſure, 
2 Neri the corruption that is in the world 

through 


fi * tance, Eph, 1 13, 14. 


39 ] 


through luſt, 2 Pet. i. 10. and wor ſhipping 
God in | ſpirit and in truib, Joh. iv. 24. 


| That is, with the heart, PE his e for f 


ſpiritual bleſſings. 


And as this is ſo glorious, 3 8 
able an article of our faith; and ſo neceſ- 
ſary a diſtinction of a Chriſtian, that with- 


W out it we are no better than heatheng, 


whatever we may think of ourſelves ; let 


us now ſee how we ſhould conſider, and 7. 


*pPly itz and Judge of. ourſelvts by it. 
St. Paul, Rom. viii. 15. ſpeaking of the 


4 difference of Chriſtians from what they 


were in their former, unconverted ſtate, 
makes it to conſiſt chiefly in this; that 
they had received the ſpirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba, Father. And again, 
Gal. iv. 5, 6, 7. he lays it down as the 
great 2 and principal end of redemp-. 5 
tion that we can now call God, father, by 


the ſpirit of his ſon given into our hearts. 


For ſonſnip implies all; favour, protec- 
tion, and ſupport. And by being taken 
into the ſtate of children, we become heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, Rom. 
viii. 17. Being ſealed with the holy ſpirit of, 
promiſe, which is the _ ＋ our inbert- 


=. [40]7 « 
vo you then thus believe in God the 
father? That he is your God and father 
in Chriſt? He is your maker and father 
dy creation; and ſo by neceſſity. But have 
you taken him for your father by your 
own free choice? Do you rejoice in him as 
ſuch ; - reſt in him, and make him your 
bleſſedneſs, and final end? Is the offer 
which the Lord almighty makes you, of 
being your father, of "wvalking and dwelling 
in you, and taking you for bis ſons and daugh- 
ters, 2 Core vi. 16, 18. ſo precious to you 
that you prize it above all the world, 
and think it the great privilege, and ne- 
ceſſary conſequence of your high calling in 
Chriſt; to have the Hpirit itſelf bear witneſs 
with your ſpirit, that you are the children 
of God? Rom. viii. 16. Firſt by bis 
grace and mercy ; that you may be ſo by | 
ſimilitude of nature; and a new creation 
ine + image in righteouſneſs and true be- 
: | 


Thus, I fay, we ſhou'd think of this 

_ afticle of our creed; and judge of our re- 
 Tigious ſtate according to our inward ſenſe 
and belief of it. For God is either a re- 
conciled father in Chriſt; or out of him a 
conſuming fire. And we muſt either walk. 
beſore God as dear children in love, believ- 


r - gh. as Ma a 6 


They? 


ing and rejoicing 'in our adoption; 

oundleſly preſume upon his mercy 3 bet 
go under a continual ' dread of his juſtice, 
The firſt of theſe is the Chriſtian ſtate 3 the 
fecond is a ſtate of dangerous, carnal ſecu- 
rity; the laſt is a laviſh ſtate, full of fears 
and terrors ; and, if we think of God at all, 


wa deſtroy the comfort of our lives: 


Know then the en bleſſing of bew 
ing able to call God, Father. And that 
not receiving him into our hearts, as ſuch+ 
freely reconciled to us; no longer en- 
tering into judgment with us; and waiting 
to fill us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Chriſt; is the ſame thing in ſcripture ac- _ 


count, Eph. 'ii. 12. as being withous God 
| in the wort. 5 f 


11 is true he is the" rome friend and | 
fucker: of the univerſe: He ſendeth rain 
on the juſt,” and on the unjuſt; and doth 
good to the evil, and unthankful. But 
he therefore loads us with his benefits in 
his life, and does good to our bodies, that 
ve might ſeek him in a better capacity, 
if baply. we might feel after him and find. 
bim; that is to fay, in his gracious pre- 


ence in our fouls. ah Acts xiv. 17. 
XV. 
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xvii. 27. And if we only. worſhip him; 
ag. the four of our bodies, who giveth, . 

a and fruitful ſeaſons!; he is-ſtill an un- 
known God to us. We do not yet know 
him in the way he deſires to be kndwn of 
us; and in which 8 be: can des our ha 
wiel, em. n e = 240 ; 
* I Ly wag * 1 N81 733 vr 

8 Whenever then you repeat this article 
of your Creed, remember to preſs it upbn 


your minds in ſome ſuch manner as this. 
Is God my father? Does he take me into 


his family, and treat me 28 a heloved 
child? This is mercy inexpreſñbſe to cor- 
rupt, undone creatures; ho were alienat- 
ed from him, and in rebellion. againſt him, 


May I never be ſo fooliſh as to neglect my 


title to it! But then I know if God has. 
the heart of a father towards me, it is that 
I may have the heart of a child towards 
him; that I may love and fear him, and 
reſign myſelf wholly to his pleaſure} 1 in 


all things. And if I neither am, nor 
deſire” to be thus affected towards him, I 
mock him, when I call him my father; 


and ſet no value upon my being his ſon, 
and an heir weak Ong e Cheilt, 1 


I ſays 


Ä as Sea cc. ca cc. 


Ss Eph. iv. 3S 


wo: 


2 ſay, for the love of God -bring alt 
home. to yourſelves. Do not always go 
on in à careleſs way. Do not live and die 
in the utter neglect of what ſo greatly con- 


cerns you. Is all within you ready to 


bleſs and praiſe God for the great love 
wherewith be loved you? Eph. ii. 4. Doi 
you rejoice in the ſenſe of his love? Rom. 

V. il - And feel ſo much of it in, Your 
ſelf as to know that it is more to be 
valued than thouſands of gold and ſilver? 
Then you are happy; then you are a 
Chriſtian z then 7be earneſt of the ſpirit it 

given into your heart, 2 Cor. i. 29. And 
you are ſealed unto the aa 9 27 n 


* 


On the other hand, whoever they are 
who have cold and lifeleſs notions of this 
great article of our faith; if they make 
no account of having God for their fa- 
ther; or at the beſt think more of him as 
the God of their bodies than of their 
ſouls, and of their father which 1s in hea- 
ven; where their treaſure and inheritance 
is, and where their hearts ſhould be; 
they are not Chriſtians; they are not yet 
in Chriſt, For all who are fo e God, 
even the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt; 


Epb. 


£44) 


Eph. i. i: rejoice in their ſonſhip; 5 and 
now and love God more and 


long to 
nne. 


May God Wir us to | his 1 he | 
he may bring us again to God, waſhed 


min his blood; and reveal lm” to our 
| hearts, as a gracious, reconciled Tarhet, 
Mar, Xi, 1 8 


* 


l 
LECT. * 
ANR chirch fas” up the the 
0 creed in theſe three articles. 1. Be- 
lief in God the Father, and maker of heaven 
and earth. 2. In God the Son, the Redeem- 


er of all mankind. 3. In God the Holy 


Ghoſt, the Sanfifier of all the elect people of 
God. The belief of theſe points is ſo ne- 


ceſſary, that it is a vain thing to think of 


being a Chriftian without them. 


"And by the belief of theſe 1 1 1 do 
not mean barely repeating, or aſſenting to 
them; and ſo thinking no more of the 
great concern we have in them. But re- 
ceiving them into our hearts; living under 
a conſtant,” habitual ſenſe of them; being 
ſo perſuaded of the will of God for the ſal- 
vation of all, and every one of us in parti- 
cular, according to the glorious goſpel of 
Chriſt, as to reſt our ſouls upon itz to 
look for our great comfort from itz and 


pray continually foro our GEL aac and 
increaſe in it. 2 


Tbe gelt of thels; viz. | belief i in God the 
Futter, 1 * . ſpoken to, and am 


4 OW” 


METERS 
KEY 


Ep 1 all the elect people of God. 


do to be a e of his redemption. 


ſtate and condition of mank ind was ſinful; 
| Mt they were dead in treſpaſſes. and ſins; 


departed from him. And be. begat bis 
cßildren in his own likeneſs, Gen. v. 3. That 


have: netther the power nor the will to re- 
ſtore themſelves to. their firſt happy 2. 


only of ſome few of the worſt of man 
kind, but of all in general. All without 
exception are conceived, and born in Tin, 
| Pl. i ul. 5. Rom. v. 12—19, 1 x Cot. xv. 2 


and condition of mankind to require ſuch 
a redemption? How did Chriſt redeem 


| far. 
now to ſpeak of the other two, viz. belief 
in God the Son, the Redeemer of all man- 
kind; and in. God the Holy Gboft, the eee 


Fr; When" therefore you hear thark God 
the Son redeemed. ou, and all mankind; think 
thus with yourſe elf——W hat- was the ſtate 


me, and all mankind? And what muſt [ 


1. In anſwer to the firſt of theſe—The 


” 
A 
a 
t 
7 

. 


. ii. 1, 5, The firſt man by ſinning 
Joſt that image of God in which he was 
created; from that moment his true life 


* in his own fallen likeneſs of miſery and 
corruption. Inſomuch that naturally they 


8 
6  97 


in God. And this f is to be underſtood en 


_ 
£4 
c 
k. 
£ 
* 


is t 


494 


Jo 


tal. 
iii. 8. And in their natural flare, oith- 


20 604 in the world, Eph. ii. 12. Let 


their out ward converſation be hat Ie will; f 


though they are good. natured, orderly, 


and Avi in their behaviour towidrds: others; 


| whatever degree of credit they may live in 3 


whatever they may think of themſelves; 
they have an evil heart, and an evil natufe. 
For that which is horn of the fleſh-is fleſs, 
Jo. ili. 6. and nothing elſe; miferably 


weak and corrupt; deſtitute of all true 


ſpiritual feeling, and does not ſeek after God. 
And therefore, they that are in the Held, a, 
every unregenerate 1 fon of ey is, gamer 
Pleaſe God, Rom: vin. 8. 15 


Lock well to your ſenſe and Buck of * 
this matter. For if you are not ground. 
ed in the notion of a Fall; ſo as to KH 
from your own experience, that die fan 
is as truly" in it as another; you will neil 
ther underſtand the goſpel, nor put in 
heartily for your hate" or, (the redemprioh | 
that is in Obtiſt. For, 237 

1 ; 00 1:3 3 ett: on 216 


9255 Ps "Bing ee fort: 2 he , Vol 
Ss, 


with the firtiventf of pH I. i 
Col. 1. 14. Obſerve it — This 1 = 


is the. manner gf our Redemption; even 
the. for * of our f 3 a 


0s 


| LTH 
not only imply the forgiveneſs of all ſins to 
all men; but the neceſſity of every man's be- 
ing ſaved, that is, reſtored to the favour of 
God, and the hope of eternal life, by an act 
of forgiveneſs on God's part. Chriſt ac- 
cording to the will of God, and by his own 
free oblation of himſelf, gave himſelf up 
to death; at r4 might be reconciled to Get 
by the Croſs, E 1 2 . li. 16. and be made the 
abies of od in bim, 2 Cor. v. 27. 
And he did not ſhed his moſt precious 
blood upon the croſs for the great ſins of 
ſome; and the ſmall, trifling ſins of others; - 
but for ſuch ſin in all as deſerved - God's 


5 wrath and damnation, (Art, 11.] 


. 80 chat if ever we be partakers of the 
redemption that is by Chrift, we muſt firſt 


pronounce the ſentence of condemnation fi 
upon ourſelves ; abhor, and caſt from u: f 
for. ever all thought of our worthineſs; 4 
and even harmleſſneſs; and receive our © 


whole ſalvation from firſt to laſt by faith, i: 
as the grace and gift of God to every man; 
which no man upon earth could ever attain| 


i 

us 

D 

to by na natural power of, working, ot en 
6 

th 

Or 

an 


bur Sg his Wehe S without 
, hich 


* "Oy Nile is Gere IS 
= any believer of Scripture, I'woult . 40 


x 


tue, is undeniable. 
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hich the beſt of men are but juſt ſaints 


enough to be undone. 


III. But then as Chriſt by his death 
hath delivered us from the wrath of God, 
and blotted out the hand-writins that was 
againſt us, Col. ii. 14. fo to crown all, and 
complete our faith in the Trinity of per- 
ſons in the Godhead 3 each performing 
their ſeveral parts in the work of man's 
redemption; we alfo profeſs to believe in 
Cod the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanctifietb us, and 


all the elect people of God, For, Chriſt re- 
deemed us from all iniquity——From the 


his very attentive conſideration the important leſſcn 
of inſtruction, held forth in the ſtory and character 
of Job. That he was a perſon of extraordinary vir- 
The reality of it muſt be taken 
for granted, as the ground-work of the grand conclu- 
fon to be drawn from it. But then he had an undue 


opinion of his own righteouſneſs. And it is very evi- 


dent to me, that the one, plain ſcope of the Book, 


in concurrence with all ſcripture, in which there 


is a ſurpriſing unity of deſign, ——is to 'ſhew him o 
us humbled, and ſelf - condemned; in that remarka- 
ble confeſſion, which caſts ſo ſtrong a light upon the 
book; and draws the whole of it to a point; and is 
enough to ſtrike terror into every ſoul of man, vis. 


1 abbor myſelf, and repent in duſt and afpes, chap. xlii. 


6.—And the reflection ariſing from it is this; where is 
the man that can ſtand upon his ſaintſhip with God? 


or be excuſed from the neceſſity of ſelf. abaſement, 


and ſelf. condemnation, if Job could not? 


charge of ſin ſanding in full force againſt 
us in our unredeemed ſtate bat he 
might purify to himſelf a peculiar * 
 Zealous f good works, Tit. ii. 14. 

are choſen in him to ſonſhip, and a frat 
of grace, that we might be partakers of 


the divine nature, by the operation and in- 


dwelling of his ſpirit. Whoſe office it is 
to convince the world the whole world 
Ee fin, Jo. xvi. 8. And by that con- 
viction to bring "xa to God, by Chriſt, 
for forgiveneſs; and work in them all 
thoſe holy tempers, which make up the 
new man of the Goſpel ; humility, — 
neſs, patience, purity of heart, and tha 
love of God and man, ef 


And thus it is that the Holy Ghoſt 18 
our comforter, and the Lord and giver of 
life. Theſe are the things which muſt re- 
new our ſpirits; and make us meet to be 
partakers of the inberitance of the ſaints in 
light, Col. i. 12. This is the peculiar pri- 
vilege, and great promiſe of the goſpel 


times; and probably what our Saviour had | 
an eye to, when he ſaid, He that is leaſt | 


in the kingdom of beaven in the Goſ pel 
ſtate, or diſpenſation of the ſpirit is 
greater than Jobn the Baptiſt, Matt. xi. 11. 


who did not live to ſee i ie take place. Com- 
; pare 


ER 


'pare Lu. x. 24; 1 v. 20. Vu, 30. xiv. 15. 
And whoever comes to Chiift with any 

other belief or expeCtation, than to 34 
made holy by him, and raifed by his ſpi- 
rit to newneſs of life, his belief is vain; 


he does nothin but trifle with God, and 
his own ſoul ; {in never was a burthen to 


him; and not being felt as ſuch, never 


was repented of; and without repentance 
there can be no true faith i in Chriſt, 


but though we believe that Rs is 


a heceffary part of our ſalvation; and that 
out ſanctification is altogether by the pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoſt; yet we do got fo 
account of that Been Whatever it is; 
when we have done all we can, and the 
very beſt we can, and God has done all 
that he ever will do for us, and in us 5 


as to make it the ground of our ACcep= 
tance to the reward of eternal life. For 
Chriſt alone, who is the Lord our righte- 


 ouſneſs, Jer. xxxiii. 16. has merited this 


for us. And if ever we be found of God 
in peace, without ſpot and bl 1000 2 Pet. 
iii. 14. it muſt be by being NA in him ; 


not Baving not truſting in—our own ri 
| zeortſneſs ; but that which. is through the 
| 7 * Gol Chriſt, the righleowſneſs. which 1s 


by faub, _ lit, 9. Who, beſt 
8 . knows 


[52] 

knows what our righteouſneſs i is; and that 
man is capable of no reward, till he has 
humility enough to diſclaim all merit in 
himſelf; and renounce the wretched jolly 
of bringing God, as it were, to a reckon- 
Ing with him, God can only make him- 
ſelf a debtor to his own” promiſe. And 
' the promiſe is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt t0.them 
that believe, the ſcriplure having. concluded 
all under ſin, Gal. iii. 22. And that not 
without reaſon, moſt certainly, becauſe all 
are ſinners, And therefore it is well for 
the unmeriting, ſinful creature Man, that 
he has the ſecurity of God's infallible pro- 
_ miſe for his everlaſting e See 

Rom. iv. "7 


| Now then, conſider as in the preſence | 

of God What are theſe. things to us? 
examine yourſelves whether you be in this MI 

" bleſſed faith of Father, Son, and Holy 
"Ghoſt ; three perſons and one God? ever il ; 
working with unwearied patience, and 

_ . univerſal love, for the ſalvation and reco- 
very of fallen mankind? What, has our 
belief done for us? Is it in the head, or in 
the heart? Is it a living, or a dead faith? 
Is the love of God ſbed abroad in our hearts? 
Rom. v. 5. Is God indeed our father; the 
Son our redeemer 3 2 the Holy Gbhoſt 

8 Our 


* 


1 y — 7 
— os SS Dt Ks #6, —_— 


us s for e 0p 


Te} 


our W ? And do we clearly reſolye 
in the power of almighty grace, to count, 
all things but dung that we may win Chriſt 7 7 
Phil. iit. 8. Or are we careleſs, impeni- 
tent, leeping worldlings ? outwardly pro- 
feſling the religion of Chriſt, and offer- 
ing up our prayers in his name; but re- 
fuling to admit him, with his ever bleſſed 
ſpirit, into our hearts; and framing ex- 


cuſes to ourſelyes for nor coming in upon 
125 call? ; 


I ſay again, examine youthlves con- - 


_ cerning the great ſalvation of the Goſpel; 


and ſee hether you apply it to your 
ſouls; ſo as to live in the comfort of 
it; and rejoice with exceeding great joy 
becauſe of it, as. the wiſe men from the 


eaſt did, when ney bad found the child Fe- 
ſus,” Matt. ii. For we muſt either 


magnify the Lird or bis meries; and re. 


joice in God our Saviour, Luk. i. 46, 47. 


or at leaſt be inwardly ſtirred up to ſeek 


after him by Chriſt, before we can have 
hope toward God. And if we are doing 
neither of theſe, let us not think that apy 


kind of outward life will be accounted! 0 


45 5 ” | % os ; . 
— * 8 0 * : ? 
C |; b 
1 * 
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f —_— At . + A 6's x 
_— on no * Fo in . common mi- 
ſtake, Search. the ſcriptures daily to ſee che. 
| ther tbeſe things are a, Acts xvii. 11. Give 
No prac N in * reading of them, 
with earn eſire to have them opened 
to you. And if they do not reveal God 
to you, as your Father; the Son, as your. 

| Redeemer ; the Holy Ghoſt, as your Sancs: 
tiger ; if they do not bripg you to this 
confeſſion and belief; then judge thoſe as 
| ſeverely as you pleaſe, who declare theſe 
things Pee the burthen ef all ſerlp. 
chte, Put this 1 am -perſuaged- you wild 
igt do, 72 vo ae is in ſingerity ; and 
give way to the diſcoyeries it makes to 
you of God and yourſelyes; and bring 
your hearts o be tried Þy 1 it. 0 


| * for the. "gubar; articles of the Aas 
, es creed, they. are ſo contained in theſe 
principal. ones, that i once we are 

N "hl grounded in them, we ſhall of-courfe 
live and die in the The praſtice, and 


comfort 4. all, che rell. ©) 0 60 ag 


The Birth and gehe ide! as Chrig; ts 
Rears Bn, Aſcenſion, Sttng at the right 
* of God, and —_ to Nees will 


8 
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(a) 


employ our devout medications, and, be 
fruitful leſſons or inſtruction to us. I 


o " f*% 
3.3 2d 


We mall no longer conlſider dürfe 4s 


members of a corrupt world, but of Chriſt's 
holy Catholic Church; wobi ch he bath re- 
deemed to God by his blood, out of every 
kindred and tongue, and People, 4 e 
Rev. N 9. 


We ſhall bo Joined together | in the com- 


e of ſainisz or one bond of holy 


brotherhood, holy ſervices to God, and 


hearty love to men, under Chriſt our 
head; with all the ſaints on earth, and 


the bleſſed company of e and angels 
in heaven, 


Rejoicing in the forgiven of 2 


In ſure and certain hope of the reſur- 


rettion to eternal life, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : «who Hall change our vile body 


that it may be faſhioned like to bis glorious 
body, according to the working whereby be is 
able even to ſubdue all things unto ſw 2 
Phil, iii. Wt” 


Aw So be it. May God confirm 


us in this faith, May it be to us he power 1 


C4 * 


7543 
of God unto ſalvation, Rom. i. 6 Holy 
and eternal Trinity, illuminate, ſanctify, 
and renew us to thy image. Grant, O 
God, that as children of thy family and 
kingdom, we may obey its laws, promote. 
its intereſts, embrace its ſufferings, par- 
take of its bleſſings, and welcome death 
as the door of . to 4 its "WY 
ments. 
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RE 4 part of the Catechif, m 

is concerning Chriſtian Obedience. 
Which: our church ſets before us in the 
Ten Commandments, delivered by God to 
Moſes, Ex. xx. and in the anſwer to thoſe 
two queſt ions M bat is thy duty io God, 
and to thy neighbour *——Suppoling that 
theſe Ten Commandments, rightly under- 
ſtood, contain the whole of our duty: 


And that if we make them the conſtant 
rule of our actions, and obey them from 
the heart, we ſhall do all that is required 


of us; and keep a conſcience void of 
offence ne God, and towards man. 


a ſhall not at . time go over ham | 
ſeverally by a particular explanation. But, 
according to my deſign, apply myſelf to 
your hearts and conſciences. For if theſe 


are not firſt rightly diſpoſed, no obedience 


will fallo w; though we had never ſo exact 
an underſtanding of the Ten Command- 
ments in their whole, ſpiritual extent. 
And if they are, we have a principle 
within us, which will infallibly guide the 
9 | C5 moſt 


| 58.7 1 
| welt fimple and unlearned into all ache 
ſary knowledge; and keep them ſteady in 
the practice of their duty. At, alh times, and 
upon all o 


And in ſpeaking of chis matter, l ſhall 
allo, with the help of God, ſhew you the 
nature of Chritian Obedience. That ſo no 
careleſs per ſons may miſtake it; nor the 
ſincere, and well · diſpoſed perplex and tor- 
ment themſelves with unneceſſary ſcruples; 
as if Cbriſtian Obedience was Impoſſible; 
but ſerve God with a quiet mind, and go 
on chearfully Jn [the "ys: of e 
coc. 1 . 


8 —.— is your ee ee What 
does the Lord thy God require of thee, 
0 man? Why. certainly, nothing Jeſs than 
is here told us, viz. To believe in bim; 10 
fear bim; io love bim with: all the Heart, 
with all the ſtrengib, and with all the mind; 
to. worſhip. bim; ſo give him thanks ; to put. 
our whole truſt in him; io call upon bim; 
10 honour his boly name, and word ; and to 
Joe bim ks al the digs 3 ti oth | $64 


. 4 whe foy you are poor W un- 
learned; meaning by this, that yon have 
Wihet * nor nn to know Gd 
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God requires of you in order to your 
everlaſting ſalvation; and ſeem reſolved 
to venture your fouls upon this pretence; 


what is there in theſe words which you 


may not underſtand; and, with the help 
of God, apply? And if you do not con- 
ſider, and bring them home to your o.õ n 
caſe, how can you perſuade yourſelves | 
that the fault is any where but in your 
wills? The moft learned' may, and do 
neglect this ſelf. application; and forget 
God, as well as the meaneſt. But then 
the plain reaſon why one man knows. and 
ferves God more than another, 1s not be- 
cauſe. one is more, and another leſs Jearn- 
ed; but becauſe one does, and the other 
does not chuſe to receive b into his 
heart, | 
Taking it for granted, then, his Gods 


laws are given to all; and equally bind- 
ing to all, let their tate and condition in 


the world be what it will, under no lefs 


a penalty than death eternal; let me aſk 
you, Do you bring your hearts to be tried 
by God's holy word and-commandiments ? 
Can they bear witneſs for you that you 
keep a ſtrict watch over yourſelves, and 
live under a continua ſenſe of God's 

preſence, authority, and fatherly care over 
- - > 3 you? 


16] 


ou? Do 5 ſo believe in him as to 


ove him with all the heart and with all 


the ſoul, and with all the ſtrength, and 
with all the mind? Knowing aſſuredly, 


that this can imply no leſs than delighting 


in him; deſiring to be like him; wiſhing 


to enjoy him; and dreading above all 
things in the world to do any thing has 


you EN will diſpleaſe him? Do 
worſhip him, not with the. fruitleſs o — 
ing of a lip ſervice; and with your bodies 


only for your bodies; but in the continual 


bent of your hearts, as the God and Fa- 
ther of your ſpirits, where only he can 


bleſs you, and be a God to you? And 


do you pray to hien for all you want; and 
praiſe him both for what he gives, and 
what he refuſes ; quietly leaving all your 
concerns of ſoul and body in his hands, to 
be ordered by _ ee dy 


F 


Take notice, this is not any over- ſtrict 


doctrine of mine; but our church's ſenſe. 


of the four firſt commandments reſpect J 
ing God, called the firſt Table. Nay, it 


is the ward of God, as you cannot but 
know. And moreover... 18 

under a curſe, as you may A Jer. 
xvii. 5. Curſed is he that i in e beart. Kaub 
| from th Lord. 1755 

seg. 


und upon us 
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Suppoſe now that with reſpect to the 6x 
laſt commandments, or ſecond Table, we 
cou'd truly ſay,” not only that we do no 


harm, but much good; yet this would 


avail us nothing before God. Still here 
is the firſt and great Commandment of 
loving God with all the beart, &c. ſtand- 
ing out in full force againſt us; and ftrik- 
ing us dead with a charge of fin. For the 


pride of our hearts, great as it is, ,can- 
not ſo far deceive us, as to make us be- 


lieve that, generally ſpeaking, we come any - 
thing near the obſervation of this com- 


mand. And therefore in our own defence 
we muſt take up, as I fear we do, either 


with a blind perſuaſion that we love God, 
when we do not; or that God both muſt 


and will abate ſomething of the rigour of his 
law; and that though he enjoins obedience 
under the penalty of a curſe, yet in the main 
he is regardleſs whether we obey him or no. 


But ſurely, 0 man! this is thy own 


wretched miſtake, and perverſeneſs of 


heart, Surely this is thinking fooliſhly 
of God. Who does not come down. to 
our weakneſs, ſo as to leave us what he. 
finds us; for that he knows would be. to 
ruin us. And it would be much more 
unworthy of him to do ſo, than it is of 
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a wiſe man to humour a child in ſuch 
follies as lead to his deſtruction. The 
end of God in all his dealings with man- 


kind, is to help them out of their wretched 


ſtate of weakneſs, and corruption; and 
to bring them back again to himſelf in 


holineſs. By bringing us up to the rule, 


and not the rule doyn to us. By en- 
Hghtening our underſtandings to diſcern 
che wiſdom, and fitneſs of all his com- 
mands; ſwaying our wills and inclinm 

our affections, to embrace and purſue the 


J - 


good he offers us. 


Let us then conſider deeply, as ever we 


wou'd be Chriſtians, the children and 
friends of God, that the commandment is 
holy, and juſt, and good,, Rom. vii. 12. 


hy 


proper to exalt, and purify, our natures, 


and qualify us to live with, God in heaven; 
and therefore neceſſary, and indiſpenſible. 


It is an eaſy thought, and what no man of 


common fincerity, and underſtanding, 


can have the leaſt doubt of, that as God, 


loves us and knows what is beſt for us, 
fo he cannot deceive us; but tells us the 


truth; and can poſſibly, have no other de- 
ſign upon us, but to bring us to the beſt 
end by the beſt means. And that if we 
ſet up our own wills, and imaginations a- 
2 gainft 


x 63 nm. 
gainſt him. we chuſe darkneſs inſtead of 


light, evil inſtead of good, and muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be wretched, and miſerable. | 


„ 


But 1 bufliciens ie theſe ii 
Who can fay, 1 am pure? I have = 
myſelf clean.? -_ 4 die, I vill not re. 
move my integrity. from me; my rightegu 
L hold. faſd, and wit, not 17 = Toke 
xxvii. 5, 6. That is, in he ſenſe in 
which Job 3 it, I will ſtand upon it 
to the laſt before: God, and man, that I 
am an upright; innocent perſon?— Alas! 
not one. He who was the choſen in- 
ſtrument of God to trace the human 
heart through all its deceitful windings, 
and knew both ſtates, of God's and 
of man's. righteouſneſs, affirms boldly, 
there is none that doth good, no nat one, 
Rom. iii. 12. That is to 2 ſo as to BE 


good, and clear of all blame before: God. 


b eln 2 „„ „ 
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Here the greateſd ſaint that ever lived 
* muſt lay his band upon his mouth, and 
4 humble himſelf in the duſt. God, I thank_ 
„dee that I am not as other men are, will be 
Fo no anſwer. to the ſtrict charge of the law. 
| And if we were left to. ſtand or fall for 
terer by our own righteouſneſs, and the 
e abſolute perfection of our obedience, we 
15 1 well _— back at ſight of the 
ft | £1fficult- | 
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difficu on which are before us, and for l 


"ay Gan. comes in the calightening, 
healing, ſaving goſpel-ſcheme ; ſumm'd 


up by St. Paul in two points, Repen- 
tance towards God, and failh towards our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xx. 21. Here: 
comes in firſt the doctrine of Repen- 
tance. Here is our proof of the neceſſity 
of it in all. Love is the everlaſting, in- 
diſpenſable duty of man to his maker. 
I mean, love of him for what he is in 
himſelf; love and admiration of thoſe 


perfections, univerſal, unwearied patience, 


goodneſs, love, &c. which make God 
what he is; and would make us perfect and 
happy in our degree, as he is perfect and 


happy; and without which we can neither 
take delight in him, nor he in us. And 


if the ſenſe. of our being ſo unlike him; 


ſo forgetful of him; ſo alienated from 


him in the deep ground of our hearts, 
does not fill us. with ſhame and concern, 
and a juſt dread of eternal ſeparation from 


him; andebring us to him in true repen- 


tnce, and earneſt deſite of a change; 

let us be what we. will in other reſpects, 
we are vile before God; and, if he peak | 
truth in his law; already condemned. 
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And if to = we add, as ve 1 may. 
the breaches of our duty towards our 


neighbour z our unfair dealings with him; 


the anders we invent againſt; him; or 


| eafily take up, and liſten to with ſecret 


delight; our anger upon flight occaſions z 
our envy; our in ination to revenge, 
and unwillingneſs to forgive; and what 
is the root of all, our pride and ſelfiſh- 
neſs: We have a ſtill Haller proof of our 
guilt, and the e of en out for 
2a remedy, _ . 


Bleſſed be the God and father of mer-, 
cies, CHRIST is this remedy. .. He it, 
the lamb of Cod that taketh away the fin of . 
the I... 1. 49 208 great 
phyſician . of ſouls, 4 all abe . . 
need of him; and come to him ſick, 9 
heavy laden, and with a deep; conviction. 
of their ſinful, helpleſs condition. And, 
though God is a conſuming, fire; and his 
juſtice cannot overlook the tranſgreſſions, 
of his law; yet it can bo, and is ſatisfied, 
by the · atoning blood, and perfect obe. 
dience of Chriſt; and our God is again 
well: pleaſed with us, for the ſake of — — 
Chriſt has Fare and ſuffered for us, _ 


4.7 21 
for what we are in him; when once we 
have received him into our hearts. 1 
faith, 3 ho Boa e 85 
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But ate you will thick, ee 
becomes of our Obedience, in this way of 
pardoning ſins. by Chriſt; and of being 
accepted in and through a mediator, ot 


ſurety ? rg mercy. from firſt to laft, and 
not at alt of merit? Is it not a dange. 


rous temptation to us to believe, that it 
may be diſpenſtd with, notwirhſtanding 
the gcictneſi of the command ; and that 
ſome way or other God may accept us 
wittour it? Without the peckQion "of 
obediehce he may, and does ;./ without a? 
_ purpofe of it, and. congingat daily 
aprovement in it, he cannot, © But to 
er directly to this qbjection: I. fay, 
Faith ſuppoſes pee a heart 
egrigd from zin, and a, wilt. 70 alt” good- 
neſs; and brings us to the ff r for 
N. and thus eftabliſheth the Eaw, 
Rom, iii. 31. And without this it is no- 
thing but hypozcify, and a lie. 2. This 
7 5 the neceffiry oof. obedience 3 
"fe obed ende. ” For God's law 

Felten i is not ſatisfled only by exacting 
the penalty due to our fins in the perſon 
and ſufferings of Chriſt; but alſo by hav- 


ing 
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giving his ſon 


51 
ing ful obedienee paid to it hy im in 


our ſtead, as our great Covenant- head. 


Not to diſcharge ùs from our obligations 
to obedience z but to convince us of: the 
* which God ſets- upon it; of his con- 
cera for juſtice, and for the honcur of 
bis laws 3, to inffaire.- us with a: dread” of 


diſobedience, and bring our ſtraying hearts 


back again to him in lovez the only root 
and ſpring of all true obedience; I mean 
as far as human agency can be concern. 
ed; and without which. it is of no value 
in the light af Gad. For, 3. This is the 
goſpel! myſter y of ſunctification 3 
own methed af promoting and fc uri 
aur obedience and appears to al 
dat of mankind! to. be excellently fit« 
ted to that end. If the love of God: in 
to die for us; if the lovg 
ef Chriſt in emptying himſelf of his glory-y 
and humbling himſelf! to take our fleſhy 
that he m ſuffer death upon the c 

and ſave = forfeited — our : 2255 
ſrom deſtruction, will not bend our ſtubborn 
hearts, what will? If the kindneſs of God 
thus wonder fully manifeſted on our be- 
half, will not draw from us ſuitable returns 
of love and engage us in a courſe f 
ee, ee 5 obedience, 
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which generally paſſes in the world for 


what S there left in the nature of man 


that can do it? Fly to the mercy of God 
in Chriſt, with an humble, penitent, 


contrite heart; and then grieve, and ſin 


againſt him, if you can. Reject it, and 


then ſee what kind of obedience you can 


force out of yourſelves. I will venture to 


tay, you will bring your duty into a nar- 


row compaſs 3 and ſufficiently pride your- 
ſelves in the performance of that oo: 


virtue. At the ſame time overlooking 


thoſe. goſpel. graces which conſtitute the 


Chriſtian life; are the work of God's'ſpi- 


5 rit in us; make us like Chriſt; and qua- 
by us for the enjoyment of the heavenly 


happineſs. I mean a ſincere love of God 


and man, humility; meekneſs, -' Patience, 


ſelf· denial. Fheſe tempers, ſo pe- 


purity, 
| euliarly Chriſtian, and ſo: effential to the 


pew man of the goſpel, are too muell dif 
regarded even by the. better part of man-. 
kind; and can only be defired, and ex- 
perienced in the powen ry divine faith 


2 


* is true, the fleſo, wide fl as af 


the. | Spirit, and ther; ſpirit" againſt! ibe fleſh, 


Gal. v. 17. So that the ſtruggle be- 


twixt them will never be over ſo long a8 


we are in this world. But then the par- 
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doned ſoul: loves much, becauſe much Bab 
been forgiven, Luk. vii. 47; Its natural 
language is, What ſhall I render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits? It hates all fin, 
as ſuch ; and fights manfully againſt it. 
It has reſpect unto all the commandments z 
acknowledges the goodnels, and neceſſity 
of them; and wou'd no more chuſe to 
do leſs than is commanded, than to be 
„excuſed from happineſs. It does not 
r* think that there is no ſin in the heart, 
g where there is none in the life; but knows 
6 that not underſtanding and ſeekin 1 afler 
is God, Rom. iii. 11. which the world makes 
* but little account of, is the greateſt ſin of 
7 all others; and the root of all evil in us. 
4 It has the Holy Ghoſt for its ſupport, 
e and comforter; goes on from ſtrength to 
„ ſtrength; grows daily in grace, and 
ein the knowledge and love of God; is 
1 
N= 
K. 
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encouraged amidſt all its temptations, and 
infirmities, by the ſenſe of forgiveneſs ; 
re, and pants after perfection, but 
expects to be accepted to the reward of it 
oniy in Chriſt; and in this belief finds its 
ft greateſt comfort 3 . grieving - for the re- 
5, mainder of its corruption, but not hinder- 


e- ed Fn from alam" on the n. 
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Wore you then be Fettled in the truck 
of Chriſtian Obedibte ? The ſum is this; 
; Hirſt be convinced of your diſobedience; 
eſpecially againſt the firſt and great com. 
mandment. This conviction of ſin- 
Which is the ſpirit's firſt operation, and 
muſt neceſſarily go before all the reſt}, 
{conſider Jo. xvi. 8—r1, ]J—will bring 
ou to Chriſt, in 2 for remiſſioòn. 
Vho by his perfect obedience, and the 
merits of his death, has condemned ſin 
in the fleſh 3 - ſo chat it ſhall neither riſe 
up in judgment againſt you, nor prevail 
over you. And when once you are ground. 
ed in the ſenſe of Ho gelt a mercy from 
the Lord, it will win over your whole 
heart and ſoul to him. You will ſtudyꝰto 
do his will in all things; and be filled with 
that Jobe, tobitb is Ibe fulfilling of the! late, 
Rom. Xili. 10. and the ſoul of obedience; 
You will love Cod, 2who bath firſt ſo leved 
you, 1 Jo. iv. 19. and your brother for 
God's ſake, ver. 11. And you will ear- 
heſtly befeech him that he would write 
all his laws in ydur hearts; as 7 — 
aſſuredly that conformity to them is healt 
to the ſou], and the perfection of our na- 
ture; and that nothing can be 'mercy to 
ou in your fallen condition, but recove- 
by to a ſtate of — obedience; juſt 
as 
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as nothing can be mercy. to a ſick man 


but a cure. In a word, the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of the . Bible it—>Balieve, thai 


may obey ; vbry, ant be happy. And if you 


are not eſtabliſhed in this belief; if it is 
not the ſincere” purpoſe, and great Hefire uf 
your heart to be purged, and ſanctiſſed, 
as well as pardoned; you triſle with your 
happineſs, and are a- deceived: man n to his 
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HE church. Catechiſm n fiſt 


inſtructed us in the nature of the 


Chriftian covenant ;/ and, ſecondly, called 


upon us to rehearſe: the articles of our 
belief, in that antient confeſſion of Chriſtian 
Faith, called the Apoſtles Creed ; and, 
chirdly, ſet before us the Chriſtian obedience, 
in the Ten Commandments, .and the ex- 
planation of them, in the two following 
queſtions and anſwers; comes, Fourthly, 
to ſhew us the reaſon, and neceſſity of 
diligent Prayer Foraſmuch as we can do 
none of theſe things of ourſelves. We 
can neither believe, nor apply to ourſelves 
the Chriſtian covenant z nor walk in the 
commandments of God, and ſerve him 


truly all the days of our life, without his 


3 grace. 


As our ſalvation is the gift of God to 
us; ſo our acceptance N it, and a life 
framed according to it, muſt be the work 
of his ſpirit in us. And eſpecially if we 
are not well grounded in a ſenſe of our 
weakneſs, and natural inability to prac- 
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tiſe what he requires of us; we ſhall be 
apt to meaſure the extent of our obedience 
by our own narrow capacities; and fall 
into the common miſtake, that what we 
can do of ourſelves is all we ought to do, 
and all that God expects from us. Tho? 
Chriſt ſays, without me ye can do nothing, 
Jo. xv. 5. And the prophet Jeremiah, I is 
not in man that walketbto direct his ſteps, x. 23. 


| Koow chen indent; 0 man, that of thy- 
ſelf thou art not able to do theſe things. 
| Thou art a fallen creaturez corrupt in 
thy heart, perverſe in thy will, and blind 
m thy underſtanding. And if ever thou 
art recovered to God in the way of his 
chuſing and appointing for hn: 1t muſt 
be by having che defire of thy heart turn- 
ed to him in continual prayer; that he 
wou'd work in thee, both to will, and to do, 
' of bis good. pleaſure, Phil, ii. 13. And if 
thy own experience has not convinced thee 
of this, the light of ſcripture never ſhin- 
ed into thy ſoul ; 3 4 
nels of unbelief. : 


— Did ale nadiahs | 
Faith in Chyift dying for us oben we were 
ungodly, Rom. v. 6. begets in us an ear- 
we deſire. , ans * 
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and a fear of offending ſo gracious a fa- 


ther and ſo kind a redeemer. And this 
faith is itſelf the gift of God, and muſt 


be obtained by prayer, Phil. i. 29. 1 Cor. 
ii. 12, 14. But nevertheleſs when the ſenſe 


: of this reconciliation hath ſo far taken 


hold of us, that we can truly fay, our ſpi- 
rit is willing; fill the fleſb is weak, Matt. 
xxvi. 41. We are beſet with temptations; 
and have powerful enemies to ſtruggle 
with; which we can never hope to conquer 


without the help of God. 


And there is no way to engage the 
power of God on our ſide, but by praying 
always with all prayer and ſupplication in 


| the ſpirit, and watching thereunto with all 


perſeverance, Eph. vi. 18. For the condition 


| of obtaining help and ſtrength from above 


is, Aſe, and it ſball be given; ſeek, and ye 


Hall find; knock, pu. it Mall be opened, 


Matt. vii. 7. And if we do not comply 
with this condition, we are neither fit to 


receive the Fer i God z nor to make a 
it, if it ſhould be. given us. 


So that prayer both opens us a way in- 
to the kingdom of God, and of Chriſt 
and is our ſecurity for continuing in 
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© great a mercy. For, as 1 ſaid * 
the commands of God muſt be obeyed. 
And if we are not able to keep them of 


ourſelves; aàs it is certain we are not; it 


follows neceſſarily, either that we make 


no conſcience of keeping them; or, that 
we muſt be convinced of the neceſſity of 


©: tting our whole 'truſt in God and 


eeping 0 to Hinw wy conſtant, diligent 
prayer. 5 


Obſerve . s when our ch | 


ſays, My good child, know that thou art net 


able to do theſe things of thyſelf, and 10 


wall in the commandments of God, and to 
ſerve ' him, without his ſpecial grace; it 


gives us the one ſtrong reaſon of prayer. 
Our help ſtandetb in the name of the Lord, 
Pla, cxxiv. 8. who only can afford it us. 


He is ready to give it to all that aſſe it. 
And if we have not, it is becauſe we aſk 


aut, Ja. iv. 2. I fay,” what plainer, or 


ſtronger reaſon than this can be given for 


the neceſſity of prayer? And who 1 is there 


| wm cannot mene it? 


Dali want, felt we dls one rid all 


to be a ſufficient reaſon for aſking. And 
we are not backward to make our caſe 


known to thoſe who we think can and 
_— will 


U 76 1 : 
will help us. And if we do not lay 
our ſpiritual wants before God z who 
calls upon us, and commands us to do it, 
and is ever waiting that he may be gra · 
cious to us; with the ſame, nay wich 
much greater concern than we deſire to 
have our bodily wants ſupplied; it is be- 
cauſe we are ignorant of them; fearleſs of 
r, and unawakened to a ſenſe of our 


condition. In the midſt of life we are in 
Geath, and do not know it. 


Lern alſo from hence, the true pile of 
prayer. It is the turning of a penitent, 
humble, deſiring heart to God, for mer- 
cy to it in its helpleſs, fallen ſtate 3 and 
for ability to walk in all the commandments of 
the Lord blameleſs, And without this 
ſenſe there can be no prayer. If we were 
to fall down upon our knees a hundred 
- times a day, It would be a fruitleſs la- 
bour. God is not glorified, nor man 
| profited by ſuch empty ſervices. Holineſs 
and happineſs is God's glory in man; 
granted to his defire and free choice, 
But where this is not, the life and ſoul 
of prayers all our fitneſs to receive ſpi- 
ritual good things from God, and turn 
them into a bleſſing to us, is ſtill want- 
ing ; ; that is, a Praying from what we 

0 


3 
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aſſuranoe of being heard. I do not mean 


__ wiſh from a well. 
fectionate, longing heart, which ſtands al- 
. ou bent towards God, will find accep- 


nl 


ket; with an earneſt; will to experience 


the power of God in our ſouls; turning 
us from - darkneſs 10 light, Acts xxvi. 18. 
And quickening us. by his fpirit ro new- 


_ neſs of life. One fgh i in this diſpoſition, 
from a hung'ring, thirſting ſoul, pierceth 
the heart of God; has Chriſt interceding 


for it; and the ſpirit helping its tnfirmi- 
ties; let the man live in what ms of the 
wn * will. 8120 Bi - 


It was to for this 1 that 


. when Chriſt was "deſired by his diſaiples 


to teach them to pray, he did it in few 
words ; and fuch as tend. chiefly to ſhew 


with what diſpoſition, and frame of ſpi- 
Fit we ought to pray; viz, for ſpiritual 


bleflings ; as children to a father, in full 


that it is either unlawful, or im 
enlarge 1 
deſi ing, fetvent-ſoul will ſtrive earneſtly, 
and gie hard for a bleſſing. But 


then the greateſt length of prayer, uttered 5 


without feeling and without meaning, 
will not prevail with God. When a ſingle 
will, and an at- 


185 ; "WY - * 


3 
in our addreſſes to God. For the 


Ry 7 ] 
tance 3 and bang de our help from 
1 lit 


8 you then confiderd this hinh- 
ty reaſon here given for the uſe of dili- 
gent prayer; and applied it to your 'own 
caſe? Does any thing which you know 
and feel of yourſelves; or that the Scrip- 
ture tells you of the univerſal corruption 
and weakneſs of mankind; bring you 
upon your knees before God, to have 
your hearts cleanfed by the inſpiration of 
his holy ſpirit? Do you pray for faith 
to receive Chriſt; and for grace to fol- 
low his example; and is your prayer 
indeed the very deſire of your hearts? 
Is the ſtate of your life a ſtate of conti- 
nual wiſhing and praying according to 
the order, form, and ſpirit of the Lord's 
prayer; and reducing all your deſires 
within the compaſs off it ?. —— being 
deeply poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of your 
high call ng. to a ſtate of fonſhip-in 
_ Chriſt ;, Hallowing the name of God in 
your hearts and lives —— waiting for 
his Kingdom; and for ſtrength: to do, 
and ſuffer his will —— Forgiving, loving, 
and living in charity with all men 
Rong to be delivered out of tempta- 
| | ” 44 tion, 
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wor and to be kept from the power of 
evil —aſcribing all you have, all you 
do, and all you are, to him only, whoſe 
is the Kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory; ho 15 above all, and thro all, 
and in us all. Eph. iv. 6. And as for 
the concerns of this life, leaving them 

in the hands of God; and being content 
with, and thankful for fuch N as On 
have? f 3 


_ * * 
We * L 
* 


Ab bi dias. how can we ever ſo 
Air; a - ourſelves; as MN think 'either 
that any thing is prayer but the prayer 
. of 3 :or 2 a; prayerleſs - Fife 
2 Chriſtian life! And a Sunday's reli- 
gion only, is in truth little tithe. than 
LT A prayerleſs life. If ve believed in 'good 
| earneſt, that converſion is the one thing 
neceſſary, here we have now one prayer, 
we ſhould have a thouſand, that, this 
great Work of the Lord might proſper 
in out hands. Views: buſineſs we arc 
abour, it ' wou'd/bec uppermoſt in; our 
thoughts; and -w-e be breathing 
out many a wiſhifor the grace: of God. ' 
We ſhould love to pray; we 5 
teach all that belong to us to pray; ve 
nen aT e and Ker our " families: 
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we ſhould have. daily, ftated times of 
prayer; and take all. opportunities of join- 


0 the public worſhip of God. 


I it is not ſo—1 pray God. convince 
you of the error of your ways! May he 
come among us, and with great might 
ſuccour us! And let me beſeeck you in 
His name, and by all your hopes of fal- 
vation, to turn to the Lord in prayer. 
Err it is not a vain thing it 15 for your life. 
| <The life of our ſouls. demands it of us. 

They muſt periſh without its and we 
need ro other roken. of thee n. 
dead ſtare, than the nag; of it. 0 


| And if there are any. here oreſent, ks 
'thro' the brutiſh neglect of their parents, 
or others (which all ſuch muſt ſadly anſwer 
for to God) were never taught to pray: 
let me warn them to come 4s faſt:as they 
can out of this wretched, heatheniſh way; 
and not only to begin, but learn how to 
pray. They cannot plrad in excuſe for 
oy Theinfebves, that they know no better. For 
no doubt they have had inany calls to this 
Purpoſe; both at church, and in the exam- 
ples of others, and from the inward mo- 
tions of God's Spirit. They have a loud 
warning now from me. Aud if they will | 
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hot underſtand,” and. ſeek after 5d, their 
blood will be: upon their own heads. 16 525 


And 1 fay to all; be in fear for your- 


* felves, left any of you fail of the grace 
Cod. Heb. xii. 13. Your work is great; 


time is ſnort. Know your duty 3 
now your weakneſs, and fly to the pow- 
er of God. Remember eſpecially, that 
thoſe commands which are of ſuch im- 
portance, that without them we cannot 
be Chriſtians; and in which the converſion 


and recovery of our ſouls chiefly conſiſts; 


are withal the hardeſt; nay, abſolutely 
above all the natural power of man; ſuch 


as humility, meekneſs, patience, the Love 
of God; and ſuch univerſal, unbounded 
Charity to men, as can forgive it's ene- 


mies; and inclines us to love, and Dlcls 
thoſe who hate, and curſe us. 


If then you truly deſire to \ pleaſe God,” 5 


and profit your neighbour by a holy life; 


and would have within yourſelves a com- 
fortable, and well - grounded perſuaſion, 


that you give all diligence io make your calling 
and election ſure; 2 Pet. 1.10. Watch 10 


pray. Matt. xxvi. 31. Yea, pray with. 


out ceaſing, 1 Theſſ. v. 17. That is, in the 
contiaual bent, and habit of your minds; 
| Dz Ib 


| Tea) 
that y may be accounted m_ to eſcape, and 
Rand before the ſou of man. Lu. xxi. 36, 


And God grant that we © may be ſober, 
and watch unto prayer. 1 Pet. iv. 7. And 
thereby commit the keeping of our ſouls to 
Am in well doing, as 110 a Joes e 
ver. 1 9. 


I Sit the Church catechiſm. is divided, 
is the Cbriſtia 
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laſt of the — parts. into er 


1 ſacraments. i Of which 1 
ſhall ſay ſomething: briefly by way of ex- 
ation; and then, according to what 


; i have chiefly in view in theſe lectures, 


exhort you to examine yourſelves concern- 
ing the ſenſe: you have of them; and how 


far you improve and apply them to the be- ; 
| ow; and:comfort of nen 10 18 


We are id there are two f acraments, 
5 but two; that they were ordained 
by Chriſt himſelf; and are therefore ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. Both becauſe they 


have the force of all other divine com- 


mands; and becauſe: they are tokens and 


ſeals / of God's covenant of grace the 


eſpecial means of /affuring and convey» 
ing it to us; and of our entrance into, 


and growth in the ſpiritual life. But 


then you ate to e it ĩis nat ſaidi they 
are abſolutely, but only generally; neceſſary 
to ſalvation. So that the wilful, whether 

vicious, .or-careleſs neglect af them, will 
190 EI D I | 


84. 
deprive us of the benefits of Chriſt's reli- 


our want of it, and truſt in it ; we are nut 
at liberty to think the uſe of them in- 
different. They are neceflary: in virtue 


of the inſtitution. And it will be in van 


to ſay that they are in their on nature 
incapable of producing the effects which 
are aſcribed to them. What can ſprink- 
ling of hyſop ſigaify to my caſe? 
might a Jewiſh leper have ſaid. Never- 


chelefs; che pſalmit, locking ehre the 


cover of the outward ceremony with 


An it; and embraced. it as a token of his 


cleanſing from the inward leproſy of 
fin. - Compare Levit. xiv. 4, 7. : Pla: li. 
7. Thus Naaman did ſay, what virtue 
can there be in the water of 
chan any other; and yet 


+ 2-7 * 1 it with water d 
„ 


gion. The fitneſs and propriety of them is 
beſt known to God; and to his wiſdom we 
muſt ſubmit. If therefore he has appoint- 

ed them for the trial, ſupport, and exer- 
ciſe of our faith; as ſtanding mentOrials = 

of his mercy, and a public declatatioũ of 


Jordan more 
on trial, he 
Was cur'd of his leproſy. 2 Kings 8 
And thus if ic ſhould be aſlced, how can 

we be cleanfed from the deſiſement f 
fin, by waſhing the whole body, or 
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Hey. ano bread. and wine, be 
date the nomxichment of: our ſouls? » The 

plain anſwer is, by the ſole will and pow 
er of. God, taking effect thro⸗ the ſign; 
dn tar,apy virtue of irs own but chr 
one as Well as 3 of God's appoint- 
ment de Lene nfs — ie + 
— «of r 1 


——.— 

his — 2 grace 5 as an Hy 
tion on his part to apply it; and on 
ours to receive it. And what we.thiok 
He bas tha inſtituted, our Church- C 
techiſm declares to be generally. necellary\; 
that is, Where theſe ſacraments , may 


be had and not ſo as to exclude any 
of ſalvation, who are 
.of 


from the hopes 
una voidably hindered from partaleing 
them. And. as fer thoſe; who reject hem 
from real ſerupleg of conſcience; and are 
otherwiſe ſerious in the eſſential Points 
of religion, vir. Turging to God accord- 
ing to Chriſt, for the operations of his 

Spirit; let them, for me, have the be- 
nefit of this ſaving exception. 1; Tho I 
differ from them, ws dam not, COndemA 
them. Torour n | 

foe Rom: xiv:-4, * ne 5063 i 2A 
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bow? for the inſtitution 0 Bapgfh 
95 Chriſt himſelf, we fefer te, Nat 
Wit 19. Go ye" therdfobe und nh . 


nations," 'bapt ing them in the name 
Father,d ail of the Son, and fh 
Oben, The meaning of which” w 
us they may . Fi ber underſtocd accord. 
ang tithe original, 18. —enter all Hatt. 
ns im ie of Taiſeipleſhip „ 0 all 
tlie privileges; and « powers of 
the Chriſtian eovenamt, B baptiſing 
them ; that f 150 by meèans of the outward, 
vifible ſign. And: for the inward "tp 
ritual grace, we refer to 1 Coy. xii. 
| By lone ſpirit "wwe e art” all baptiſed inio 5 
body; "that is; Chriſty and MH members; 
ing ef the ſame life by the ſame 
Spirit. And to Gal. iii. 17. At — 4 
a, [have been Vayti ee een ler po pur 
en Cbriſt.— His ſenſhip, and/\holineſs 
What he was in himielf;- hat he will be 
in us; whenever we are ſo joined 
40 the Lord; a5 40 be one - Spirit with him. 
| er Cor. vil 17. 40 34 IC; 4 13 G; 1 
4 d 2% om 101 an 9}. 
1 HY "Ara if 4 Goubr can remain of chi 
mmeaniag as co the uſe and perpetual on- 
Vinuancest of baptiſm; we read ing the 
Acts of the Apoſtles," that it was their 
cogſtant practiſe to baptiſe thoſe whom 
wort 5 "ON 
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miraculous ide Ghoſt: | 


for the unfitneſs; or incapacity of infants 
being admitted into covenant with God a 


I] | 
tiey converted. We know alſo! with in- 
fallible certainty that it was continue 
on from them, thro? all ſuceeeding ages 3! 


and in the primitive times adminiſter'd 


with a ſolemnity, which ſhews their ſenſe 
of it's importance, and the great ſtreſs 
they laid upon it. And to convince us 


farther, how neceſſary and indiſpenſable 
it is; and that no graces, or endowments 
can ſuperſede the uſe of it; we ſind that 
St. Peter baptiſed Cornelius and his com- 


pany, even after they had received. the 


— * ; * , : 
* 47 _ n in en 55 18 


Ke ABLY 

. now 2 fully 1 | 
about the neceſſity of 3 and yet 
in doubt concerning the caſe of infants ; 
1 wou'd aſk re. why he fhould enter“ 
tain a thought of excluding them? Con- 


fidering that neither Chriſt, nor his A- 


poſtles did; and that God 


commanded the children oi the Jews to f 
be circumciſed. Which at once cuts aff 


all the arguments that can be alledged 


and ſhews that tho repentance and faith 


are neceſſary qualifications of baptiſm to 
Roms) . are capable of them, * 11 


elief of the — of Moſes was to 


be: ſaid that: there is, a poſitive com- 


mund for one, and not for the other; 


the anſwer is, there needed none. As 
baptiſm came in the room of circumcis- 
fion, without any excluſion of infants ;, 


ie is natural to: ſuppoſe that no change 


was intended as to them. Becauſe if there 
hat; it. wou d have been neceſſary to 
guard againſt a miſtake as to their — 
by an expreſs prohibition; eſpecially as 
itwas the cuſtom at that time to haptic 
the children of Jewiſh proſelytes. But 
as chere is no ſuch: -prohibition, our Church 


declares. witlt good. warren IJArt. 27. 
children | 


r: That che] of: JJ 
is / in any wiſe/to; der retained £2? 
chat, in St. Nauf phraſe; the children of 
Chriſtian parents 7 chan, or holy, 1 
Cor. vii. 24. that das, cp 


ne. Whichec by the way, is a very 
pertinent ſer iptune inſtanne of the E 
ef ichildren. It being hard to ſay” 
they could be clean, or holy, 


_receaved 


— and 
the children of the Jews. If it ſhou'd 


able of entering 
into à Rate! of- relative, eur covenant-holi- 


how 
bor firſt. 
by — — v and then 


_ r 
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received into it by 168 r kite f ad. 
miſſion. We 5 a of a Jew 
wou'd not hive been be * without | 


circurncuron. . 
et nf the e amen : ta 0 
9 gy f e E 


Whether bapilſn waer daed by Cuil 
as the ſtanditig method of adritting al 
rſons into a ſtate of diſcl leſni ue. 
ber the grace of God in -htift thereby | 

d ſealed to us ay "Whetler fin 
are to Kin received to a 3 of 
this grace, or no: Yer what can it | 
fit thoſe, who have nd experience of ich 


effect in themſelves? And what does it 


ſignify Which ide of theſe queſtions re- 
lating to Baptiftm they hold, ho do not 


ue e and look 1 ter 22 bene- 
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Did! you, ever pur this important yy 


ty. 10 youre 3. 19 70 all an and 


1 0 1 40 u ally concern g 1 
an wer. 08 } upon the peril of 

atlaiusd is the, new 
birth , unto righteous I know, your 
anſwer f os be, * 22 * ur then do 
not 


1 


not hope againſt all reaſon, and Ih 


the ſtrongeſt appearances to the contra. 


ry; with nothing about you but the 
marks of carelefſneſs and a worldly 


ſpirit. Surely where all is at ſtake, there 


is but too much need to lay to all, i Be 


not deceived. If you are a ſerious man, 
come to the trial. What is your hope 
grounded on?. Is it upon your bap- 
1 58 and chriſtian profeſſion? Or up · 
on an honeſt, ſober Th. 

in the eye of the world? Or great ſtrie 
neſs in, 75 outward form 0 1 ion? 
If it is grounded upon any, or all; of, theſe 
put together, without ſuch a change of 
your inward man, as makes you ſeck 
Aae after God, as your portion; 2 
brings you to him j * faith, and longing, for 
his promiſes 3, know. for certain that you 
come ſhort of the matter, that js, accord; 
ing to Chriſt, of falvationl. See]: ay S 
T r i. n Ty 


= is true, you will” find thoultnd, 
rey, to join vith dut deceirful . heart 


5 1 
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birth. But 1 ſay agalh, be not 1 
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put forth upon the ſoul (%) to raiſe it to 
a ſtate of ſpiritual growth, working, and 


feelings or, reſtoration from the: fall 


to that life, which was his image in 

man at the firſt; and which alone is ca- 
pable of reaching after him; of being 
united to him, and living with him to 
eternity. All the powers of fleſh" and 
blood, that is, of man in his fleſhly, 
earthly ſtate, are utterly inſufficient for 
this purpoſe. And if you take never ſo 
much pains to adorn your outward man 


with a civil, and even ſaint-like beha- 


4, Eph. 1 18, 12, 20. ' That 74. may, D 
evbat is the exceedins greatneſs of his poet to us ward 
whoa believe according to the working of bit mighty 

power, which he wrought in Chrift when be raiſed bim 
from the. dead, and ſet bim at his on right hand in the 
beaventy places.” ords ſo weigh S 'as not 12 
-to' be explained. Neverthelef ia ke the fe 
zihem as thus given by the learned Dr. Hamm 
Diſcerning thoroughly the inſiniteneſs of his 8 
that hath been engaged in this work towards us be- 
lievers, in ſubduing our . 19s 7 ' fin, and death 
the puniſhment of ſin; and raifing us finners firſt to 
a new, and then to an eternal 574 Which was 2 
work of the ſame.omnipotence, with that y firſt exi- 
denced in that mirgculdus raifing of Chriſt from t 5 
gave, and exalting him to the higheſt degfee 'of 
glory next to himſelf in heaven; àn emblem ant 
eſſay of the methods which he: hath now uſed toward 
us, by the preaching of the Go! ſpel t to raiſe us from 
the grave of ſia to à new ' Chriſtian "life, and from 


chence to a as eternity, 


viour ; 5 


! 


viour 3 or think that any thing is conver. 


fon, but converſion of the whole man 


by the: power of the Holy Ghoſt, you 
utterly miſtake your caſe; and will be 


in danger of rejecting your remedy, And 


when I ſpeak of converſion, take notice 


again, that I do not mean it only of the 
converſion of notorious ſinners; as if 


none but ſuch were called to it. But of 
ſuch converſion as is neceſſary for all, 
who never ſaw their own miſerable un- 


worthineſs; and conſequently have not 
yet applied in good earneſt to Chriſt, as 


the only ſaviour of all mankind; the 
beſt and. the worſt. Call our great. work 
under Chriſt, and his ſpirit, . Converfon, 

ation, or - Faith and Obeditnte', 


Negener 
and let the foundation of it be laid when, 


and how it will ; certain it is that the 


— 


Goſpel calls us to it, offers to work it 
in us, and that it muſt of all neceflity 
take place in us. And I pray God con- 
vince thoſe. of their miſtake, who think 
they are in the new birth for having 


deen bo We and lending orderly lives 
VWoith re 


pect to men; but do not know 
what it is to repent, and turn to God; 


and never came to Chriſt, as an inward 


; iu z * away the guilt of their 
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ſins, and Purifying their hearts by e . = 
xv. 6. xx. 21. . 2% 
1 
Ang. you then aware of this, as a mat- 
ter of the utmoſt importance, and prin- 
cipally to be attended to in the ſpiritual, 
deep ſearching religion of Chriſf; viz, 
That a great change, called here in our 
Catechiſm, 4 leath unio fin, and a new 
birth unto. righteouſneſs, muſt paſs upon 
every ſoul of man? And that it can be 
ſought after only in Repentance, or an 
humbling knowledge of our ſtate and 
nature; and received by Faith.as the work 
of God in all, and the gift of God to all? 
Did you ever aſk yourſelves what the death 
unto ſin, and the new birth unto righte- 
ouſneſs are? Do you take the Scripture 
for your guide; — conſult it carefully 
to know what is the meaning of chene 
deep expreſſions; and what cauſe there 
is for ſuch a thorough converſion in all, 
as can only be effected by the power of 
God? and which is to all intents and 
purpoſes. a new. birth? as it brings on a 
new ſtate and life; and confers. a new 
nature, attended with new thoughts, new 
judgments, new reſolutions, new hopes, 
new. fears, new. reliſhes; and takes us 
from under the dominion of Satan and 
our 
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dur luſts 5 and inſtead of the darkneſs, 
beggarly impotence, mean purſuits, and 


low attainments of the natural man, opens 
in our hearts the proſpect of heaven, the 
defire of heaven, and the powers of heaven. 


I fay again, Ang you esc of this 


as what diſtinguiſheth the religion of Chriſt 
from a ſtate merely natural, and from all 
other religions; and of the neceſſity of 
attaining it? Knowing in yourſelves that 
you neither have any claim to ſalvation, 
nor fitneſs for it, but as you are received 
into a ſtate of favour with God, thro? the 
alone merits of Chriſt; and made alive 


unto God by his Spirit. Do you believe 
indeed that ſin muſt come to the death in 


you; fo as that your wills ſhall be turned 
againſt i it, and your love of it into hatred? 
And that your new birth unto righteoul- 
neſs muſt prove itſelf, - as every other kind 
of life does, by ſuch workings and incli- 
nations as are proper to it? That as a 
worldly heart and temper faſtens upon the 
world, and it's pleaſures, or conveniences, 
with the full bent of it's defire ; ſo the new 
man in Chriſt, not neglecting his proper 
bulſineſs in the world, nor refuſing ſuch 
comforts, and conveniences as are con- 


fiſtent with his main end; has * 
cſs 
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leſs. quite different things conſtantly in 
view; and ſeeks the Kingdom of God, 12 
the righteouſneſs thereof in the firſt place; 
ſtriving in the power of divine grace againſt 


all his corruptions; praying earneſtly for 


ſtrength to do the will of God from the 
heart, and to be kept by the mighty pow- 


er Eng Gon! unto falyation.”” j 


But you "oY Hol: not this bexvenly- 
mindedneſs, this living unto God by his 
Spirit, make us neglect our families, and 
take us off from the duty of our callings? 
No. From all carking anxiety it does, and 
muſt. But at the ſame time fixeth us in de- 
pendance upon, and reſignation to God ; 
and makes us more induſtrious, more pro- 
vident in an honeſt way, and more careful 
1 duty to all, than we ſhould otherwiſe be. 


i: Look well to your great concern, 41 
the true bent of your mind; and whatever 


time you give to God and your ſouls (and 
you might well give a great deal more than 
you do) you will ſo forecaſt your buſineſs, 


as to loſe nothing upon a worldly account. 


Aſk a labouring man, what his heart is 
chiefly upon when he is at work, tho? he 


does not always think of it; Fand he will 


ROI upon bis _—_ and his home at 
night, 
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ITO | If he could anſwer as readily, .v pon 


Gat; his work would be as well followed. 7 
And ſo will your's, tho? you bave your 


eye all the while upon the. ſtraight gate, 
Perhaps the perſon who makes this ob- 


jection is a, drunkard, or ſpendthriſt, or 
an idle waſter of his time, But whoever he 


is, does he bring all his time to account? 


Does he ſpend none of it in vanity ? Does 
he conſider that eternity demands a rea- 


ſonable portion of it from him, and the 
ſteady opplicatian of his moſt ſerious 
thoughts? Whatever he may think, his 
ſoul is himſelf, and. the well-being of it his 
all. If he is afraid of having too much 
| concern for it, it is to be feared he has too 
little. And by ſtanding off from the 
truth of religion, and rejecting every thing 
that is good in it, upon a pretence that it 
will engroſs too much of his time and 
thoughts, and be a hindrance to him in 
his worldly affairs; he bears witneſs, a- 
gainſt himſelf, that he is in darkneſs, and 
cannot yet diſcern good from evil, | 


But ſome, indeed very many, alleden 
further; Does not our Church ſay that 
we are regenerate, and born in 
Baptiſm? And what need then js there 
to look ſor the n new birth any where elſe? 


But | 


. % ˙· ard Äͤàf . ²⅛ͤÄͤ ˙ . ̃— ˙dr ! ]ĩꝛꝛðU ·..’· nog go a> 


| 


he 


T 
* « my 
— F 
” 
4 


r e e 


271 


hot can thoſe who ſay this ſuppoſe chat 
the end of baptiſm is attained by all, or 


the greateſt part of thoſe who are ad- 
mitted to it in their infagcy? And that 


| what is done for us then cannot be un- 


done, let us live as we pleaſe? Does 
not our church teach us as plainly what 
is the duty, as the privileges of thoſe 


who are baptiſed? That we /hould fol- 


low the example of our Saviour Cbriſt; and 


bal as he died, and was buried, and roſe : 


again for us, fk ſhoud we who are bap- 
tiſed, die from fin, and riſe- again unto 
righteouſneſs Does it not tell us, that the 
requiſites to baptiſ m are Repentance and 
Faith? And that every one is indiſpen- 
ſably bound to look well to. theſe quali- 
fications in himſelf? And is not this 
telling us that we run the hazard of loſing 


all, if we do not? Take heed therefore 


of miſtaking, and abuſing your baptiſm. 


Look upon it as the taken and ſeal of 


God's mercy to you in Chriſt 3; <wa/oing 
you from your fins in his blood; Rev. i. 5. 


But let not fin reign in your mortal bo- 


dies, Romans vi. 12. As it does, accord- 
ing to the whole tenor of Scripture, 


notwithſtanding all, the accompliſhments 
of the old man, a you have a new be- 


/! 
ing in Chriſt; and can go forth in the 
ſtrength of the Lord God, and make. mention 
of his " righteouſneſs only. Pſalm Ixxi. 16, 
Make not your baptiſm 'a pretence for 
ſtanding - ſtill in your Chriſtian courſe ; 
or for being as the heathens who know nato 
God. 1 Theſlalon. iv. 5. (*) that is, who 
know nothing of him but by the bare 
light of nature; and therefore do not 
know him in the only way in which he 
can, and deſires to be known by us; as 
the God and Father of our ſpirits ; 
bleſſing us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, 
Epheſians i. 3. In whom alone we are 
accepted : And quickening us by his Spi- 
Tit ; that ſo we may be a willing people in 
the day of his power, Pſalm cx. 3. Mak- 
ing a free ſurrender of our hearts to him 
from a ſenſe of his love; trengthened with 
might in the inner man; Eph. iii. 46. and 
fſhewing forth the praiſes f bim wwho hath 
called us out of darkneſs into his marvellou; 
light. 1 Pet. iii. 9. e 
(% I would be thought to ſay this with a be- 
coming regard to the caſe of thoſe Heathens, 
who not having Chriſt preached to them outward- 
ly, ſeem nevertheleſs to have had a meaſure, and 
ns of them a great one, of the Spirit; and who 


I therefore hope and believe will be admitted to a 
hare of the mercies of God in Chriſt. | 
5 Now 
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hink, 
ing abundantly above all that we aſk or t 
5 — to "thi Power that worketh in us, 
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Noo unto him that is able to do exceed- 


Chriſt 
him be glory in the Church by 
72 ee all ages, world u 
end. Auen Eph.-iii. py 21, 
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ſeveral things concerning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. 1. That it was 
_ ordained for the continual remembrance 


of the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, and 


of the benefits which we receive thereby, 
2+ That under the outward ſign of bread 


and wine is ſignified to us the body and 


blood of Chriſt. 3. Which is verily and 
indeed taken and received by the faithful. 
4. That our ſouls are ſtrengthened and 
_ refreſhed by it, as our bodies are by the 
| bread and wine. 5. That it is required 


of all who come to the Lord's Supper, 
to examine themſelves concerning their re; 


1 


N faith, and charity. 


A ſhort account of each of theſe par- 


ticulars may be ſufficient for your under- 
ſtanding of them; and then I will ad- 


dreſs myſelf to you in the ay. of exhor- 


1 The Se of the Lord's Sup- 
2 ſo called rom 0 3 it on 
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his laſt ſupper, with his diſciples, Was or- 


dained for ibe cont inual remembrance 'of the + 


ſacrifice of the death of Cbriſt. Or, as St. 


Paul ſays, that thereby we might Jhew 
the Lord's death till He come. 1 Cor. xi. 
26. that is, continually, by a folemn uſe 
of it, as a molt ſacred part of chriſtian 


5 worſhip, to the end of the world. That 
as Chriſt, juſt before his death, ſum'd up 


all the divine inſtructions of the Bible, 
and all his own, as it were in one great 
point: And inſtead of the Sacrifices and 


Ceremonies both before and under the law, 


which all pointed to Him, inſtituted a 


viſible ſign and token of his body broken, 


and his blood ſhed for us; to fix our eyes 
and hearts upon the precious means of 
our redemption, and give us a ſtanding 
aſſurance of our reconciliation with God 
by the blood of his croſs : So we ſhould 


ever remember, and be well. aware of it, 


as the chief end of his coming ; the ground 
of our hope and religion, as chriſtians. 
That we ſhould ſee and confeſs the in- 
finite evil, and damnableneſs of all ſin, 
in this ſevere inſtance of God's diſpleaſure 


- againſt itz and every one of us in parti- 


cular that ſin in ourſelves, which nailed 
the Son of God to the croſs; and be fo 


One with a ſenſe of his love in giving 


ps himſelf 
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himſelf to die for us, as to unite our hearts 
in a ered bond of gratitude to him; and 
embrace all opportunities of teſtifying and 
cohfirming our faith in his propitiatory 
death and facrifice : and expect all ſuch 
benefits from this ſolemn rite of com- 
memoration, as it was intended to ſigni- 
fy, and ag ne to us. e n OE here 
a, elit $26 


6.2, Is a leſs chit the hy and 
blood of Chriſt, Not in the bread and 
wine; as if they were changed into the 

real ſubſtance of his body and blood; 
but under them; as a lively token and 
fimilitude of What Chriſt is to all trve 
believers. Whoſe body «nd blood not. 


| er en eee | 
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mY Are verily and Mrd taken 4 7e. 
ae y the” faithful.” Tou 'need not 
ſtumble at this expreſſion, if you call wid 
mind what Chriſt himſelf ſo ſtrongly in- 
culcates, and repeats fo often in the 6 
chap. of St. Jobn, viz. That- except we 
eat bis fleſh, and drink his blood, we have 
no life in us, Chriſt's fleſh and blood is 
himſelf. And unleſs he is wrought into 
us, ſo as to become the ground of all 


a ſpirirual life 1n us we are dead to the 
g | king- 
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kingdom of heaven.“ And muſt for ever 


continue ſo, for want of that reſurrection- 
principle to newneſs of life here, to 


a capacity of endleſs bliſs hereafter — 


which he is to all who are grafted in him 


by faith. See Jos an 1—8. 


So that 1 our Church had not taught 


us, that the faithful do truly, and to all | 
ſaving purpoſes, receive the body and 


blood of Chriſt ; or Chriſt himſelf, as the 
author of a new..1 piricual life, the fathen 
of a heavenly nature in us, as Adam was 
of the earthly underſtand it by, and 
with the ſpirit, which comes with him, 
and is inſeparable from him — it would 


have concealed from us a very important, 


and awakening point =of our religion. 


When we know that in our beſt eſtate we | 


are altogether vanity ; and have nothing 
in our ſelves but death and corruption, till 
the Son of God bids us live; how natural: 


will it be to cry out, Wretched man! who 
fall deliver me? Romans vii. 24. And 
do ſay with Peter, Lord, to whom ſhall we 
% Thou 290 the words of eternal. li 1 : 
6 Jaun vi. 68. . | 


-2 EPs not t be td as if I Sacks 


: al whac Chriſt ſays, Jobn, vi. chapter, 


"I 4 of 


„„ | 
of eating his fleſh and drinking his blood, 
was meant only of. a facramental eating 
and drinking; or as if there was no time 
and way of receiving liſe from him, but 
by partaking of the Lord's Supper. For 


as he is firſt received by faith, ſo the liſe 


_ of a chriſtian is a continual feeding on 
him, and growth by him. And I verily 
believe, whoever thinks chiefly of Him as 
his Daily Bread, when he ſays the Lord's 
Prayer, aſks nothing but what Chriſt 
directed us to pray for, and intends to 
give. | 


But then, as he inſtituted this ordi- 
nance for a memorial of his death and 
_ paſſion, and of all the benefits we receive 
by Him : As the bread broken, and wine 
| poured out, is a lively emblem, or ſpeak- 
ing picture of his body broken, 
blood ſhed for us: And being taken into 
our mouths, and converted into the nou- 
riſhment of our bodies, of the ſpiritual. 
nounſhment we draw from him: and as 
we do then more eſpecially, and in the 
moſt ſolemn manner profeſs our faith in, 
and dependance upon him for all his be- 
nefits: we therefore believe, with good 
' reaſon, that the conſtant, devout uſe of 
this Sacrament is not only neceſſary in 
| virtue 
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virtue of the command — Do this in femem- _ 


' brance f me; but alſo that it has an extra- 


ordinary bleſſing attending it; brings us to 


a nearer union with Chriſt; Ancrenſes our 
gracen'y and in a more eſpecial 3 EN 


0 4. Strengthens and: refreſhes. our Souls; 1 


as our bodies are by ibe bread and wine. 


It is ſo apt a ſimilitude, and ſo eaſily · un- 
derſtood, that it is needleſs to multiply 


words to explain it. Only fix it deeply 
in your minds once for all, that as the 


body is fitted to receive its proper nou- 
riſhment, and muſt die for want of it; 


ſo by the fall we have loſt the image, or 
life of God in our ſouls; and muſt have 


it reſtored to us in Chriſt. And when 


it is reſtored, it muſt be maintained, and 

kept up by continual ſupplies from him; 
and by a due preparation of our hearrs 
| and ſouls to receive him. 2 


5. ' Conlider therefore that i it is nes 


uf; them who come to the Lord's Supper, 
10 examine themſelves - whether they repent 


f their former fins, Ears, 6 
ng to lead a new liſe; whether 


have 4 lively ſenſe in God's "merties in 
Kar + with a may remembrance f b his 


E 5 death; 
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N Grath and be in charity with all men; hes 
þ * whether they have. indeed any ſpiri- 
tual life in tbem? Of which repentance, 
faith, and charity ate unqueſt ionable ſigns. 
And wherever they are real, can proceed 
from no will, wiſdom, or ſtrength of our 
own; but are undoubtedly the work of 
God's Ae in us. LEM xv. 8. Pbil. ii. 


13. ? 


Underſtand then, toe e is a 

. continual, humbling ſenſe and apprehenſion 
of our ſtate and nature, as diſpleaſing 

to God before our converſion, and et- 

"3 | JeQual s J ve at the! Deſt wg 
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That it is a ee dacke belief of 
fin, as the greateſt of all evils; as our 
curſe and death; the cauſe of our ſepa- 
ration from God ; and expoſing us to a 
ence 18 eum damnation: i 


That it is true 3 Wee and con- 
cern, not only for all. our open wilful fins; 
but alſo — the dreadful alienation of 
our hearts from God; as the greateſt of 

| al a. and dhe r root « of all fGinin v us: 
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. And that ae it is not ohly-a 
1 turning from ſin, but turning to, the 
p< Lord; not only a forſaking of. one or 
more groſs ſins, merely becauſe of the 
miſchiefs and inconveniences they bring 
upon us in this world; in which ſenle 
many turn from ſin in ſome degree, who 
never turn to the Lord; but an earneſt. 
deſire and will to have the bent of our: 


hearts changed from earth. to o heaven, from 
the world to God: - 


| Underſtand that Faith in one meaning 
of the word is a belief of the bible, as 
God's method of delivering us from ſin ;; 
and the revelation af his will {or our lal- 
vation: 2 3 


ts another, it is our acceptance of, 
and cloſing with this method; from a full 
conviction of the expedience and neceſſity. 
of it: | T5 
ks another. meaning of. the ont. and 
that the moſt material, and what our cate- 
chiſm here chiefly fixeth our thoughts up- 
on, it is a lively ſenſe of God's mercies in 
Cbriſt; that is, of our being reconciled 
to God through Chriſt, working at the 
root of: all we do ;, fixing us in love, 
Li „ and. 
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and hearty obedience to him, and bring- 
ing on a change of our dempers and al- 


fections. 


And Charity is a gracious ſpirit of love 
to all mankind 3 prompting us upon all 
occaſions to forbear, and forgive; to pity 
our fellow creatures, and help them in 

their diſtreſſes; ſo to hate the ſins of all, 
as to hate the perſons of none; but to do 
all the good we can to the ſouls and bodies 


of all men. 


But tho? 1 have told you what repen- 
tance, faith, and charity are; and ſhewed 
vou the mark which all true chriſtians are 
continually aiming at ; yet I do not think 
that none ſhould come to the communion 
but ſuch as are poſſeſſed of theſe qualifi- 
cations in the higheſt, or in a very high 
degree. Sincere repentance, and turning 
to God undoubtedly there muſt - be; be- 
cauſe, without it, there 1s no poſſibility of 
coming to Chriſt for the forgiveneſs and 
. renovation that is by him, But then our 
faith in him, though weak, and ſometimes 
aſſaulted with doubts and fears, may never 
theleſs be a true faith. And our charity, 
or love, though it does not come up to 


St. mn * of it, 1 Cor. xiii. 


; tang} - | 
may be in a growing ſtate. If none were 
to come to the ſacrament but thoſe who 
are abſolutely perfect, none muſt come. 
It was ordained for our confirmation, and 
improvement in theſe, and all other graces; 
that therein we might remember Chriſt 
as the author and finiſher of our faith ; 
and put in our claim to his benefits: 
Not by a declaration of our perfection, 


but by pleading our weakneſs and un- 


worthineſs before him; as we then do in 
an humble confeſſion of our ſins. And 


therefore God forbid that any who have 


found out their ſin and their Saviour; 
and deſire to be found in him, that they 
may not only be reputed but made holy 
by him; and wiſh as much to be de- 
 livered from the power, as puniſhment 
of ſin; I ſay again, God forbid that 
they ſhow'd be hindered, or hinder them- 
ſelves from coming to the holy commu- 
1 wou'd now. cloſe all I have to ſay to 
you at this time upon the catechiſm, 
with calling upon you to examine your- 


ſelves concerning your willingneſs' and 


preparation to receive the ſacrament as 
| often as you have opportunity; to con- 


o 
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fider your diſpoſition in this matter, as 


a teſt of your chriſtianity; and ſo far 
an infallible mark to judge of your reli- 
gious ſtate by, as that in the want of it 
you cannot be chriſtians. Chriſt, you 
. commands it; St. Paul tells us, 
that this ſhewing, this manner of ſetting 
forth the Lord's death, and declaring our 
faith in it, is to continue to the world's 
end. The chief points of chriſtian know. 
ledge are contained in it; our privileges, 
- our duties, our comforts, are therein ſig- 
nified, and conveyed to us. The chri- 
tian covenant, the chriſtian faith, tbe chri- 
ftian obedience, ' the chriſtian prayer, are 
ſum'd up and repreſented in it; enforced, 
or exerciſed by it. God's covenant of + 
peace to mankind in the blood of his 
Son: our feaſting at his table, in token 
of our faith in him, and dependance up- 
on him,” for the pardon of our ſins, and 
our acceptance with God: The offer and 
preſentation of our obedience, of ourſelves, 
our ſouls and bodies, to be a reaſon- 
able, holy, and lively ſacrifice unto God; 
- eſpecially in that part of it, which Chriſt 
_ ' himſelf lays ſo peculiar a ſtreſs upon as 
to make it the badge of our diſcipleſhip, 
and love to him, viz. charity, or un- 
feigned, univerſal love: and devout applica- 
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tion to the throne of grace for ſtrength to 
do the will of God from the heart, in 
virtue of our union with Chriſt, and by 
power derived from him: theſe, 1 fay, 
are the great points of this ordinance 3 
the bleſſings” or the buſineſs of 1 „ 
£4 ': | 
Can you — yourſdyes: SH Weak and 
yet think this ſacred action of eating 
bread and deinen wine in remembrance 


of Chriſt; in which all God's. mercies 


are dene to us; and we make a 
tender to him of the beſt we have, our 
repentance, our faith, our thankfulneſs, 


our purpoſe of obedience, our earneſt de- 


fire of reconciliation to, and union with 


him, in and through Chriſt Jeſus; I ſay, 


can you think it of ſo little importance, J 


as that you: may turn your backs upon 


it when yeu pleaſe? Eſpecially, as it 
comes to you ſtamped with the authority 
of heaven, and is the command: of your 
dying Saviour? Alas! who can look 
upon the. ſtate of things amongſt us with- 


dout grief and ſname ! True it is, that 


very few in, this, and other Pariſhes, are 
conſtant communicants; much the — $ 
part of thoſe who do; come to-. the ſa- 
crament, oſtener abſenting; young per- 
ſons and ſervants generally thinking ie 
elves 
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| 2 of remembring the death of brit 
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ſelves unconcern'd in it; and ſome dying 
without having ever received it at all. 
Brethren, how ſhall I expreſs my concern 
for your negligence in this matter, or find 
words to reprove it? If this is not dark- 
neſs in the midſt of goſpel light, igno⸗ 
rance of Chriſt, and eee deadneſs in 


a neee what 18? 
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in the manner he hath ordained; you con- 
demn thoſe who reject this ſacrament; 
and yet when you are invited to it, refuſe 
to come. Is not this bearing witneſs” 
againſt yourſelves, that you have but little 
ſenſe and belief of the bleſſing of a Re- 
deemer; that you are ſtill unconverted, 
and under the dominion of a worldly ſpi- 
rit; and prize other things a great deal 
more than the ſalvation he hath wrought 
for you? If fin was a trouble, and a bur- 
then to you, cou'd you light any means 
or opportunity of being affur'd of the par- 
don, and deliver'd from the power of it? 
Is Chriſt precious to you, and the bent of 

our heart towards him, and can you 


Y 
bear the thoughts of leaving it to others 
to feed upon his moſt precious body and 


blood ? Can you know and believe * 


e 
all your hopes are treaſured, up in him; 
and that if he does not ſtand betwixt the 
wrath of God and your. fins, you muſt 
periſh; and yet when he calls you to own 
him, and be owned by him, and receive 
freſh ſupplies of ſpiritual life at his hands, 
deliberately and often turn away from 
bim? If you had an- eſtate made over to 
| You, upon the condition of performing 
and repeating a certain action, expreſſive 
of your love, and gratitude to the donor 
of it; and had reaſon to believe your title 
to it would be render*d precarious by a 
neglect of performance; which of you 
would ever neglect, or omit it? And if 
you did, wou'd it not be a proof that you 
were indifferent in the matter, and in the 
main unconcern'd about it? If Chriſt hath 
deliver'd us from eternal damnation, and 
purchaſed our title to the heavenly inhe- 


ritance with his blood: and. appointed this 


ſignificant action of eating bread, and 


drinking wine together in remembrance of 


him; to engage our affections. to him; to 
ſhew us the abſolute neceſſity of receiving 


| Hlife-and nouriſhment, from him, and his 


purpoſe of giving it to us: can you per- 
| ſuade yourſelves, that you are in good 
earneſt ſeeking after his bleſſings, or de- 
fire his, graces, when you will not youch- © 


_ fafe 
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fafe to look upon this ſenſible. token ad = 
pledge of them, ordained” by himſelf; and 
neglect ſo many opportunities of putting 
in for your ſhare of them, and ſecuring 
your title to them! . FL 


* For the love of God: lors; cotfider 
what you are doing in the world. Exa- 
mine yourſelves concerning your faith. If 
it was working at the root of your life, 
ſuch a behaviour as this could never ſpring 
from it. And without faith, you may be 
honeſt, civil, and friendly; that is, good 
heathens, but are not good chriſtians, See 
Rom. vill, 19. Heb. Xi. 6. Jo. iti, 8. 


| And for want of hat falch, which eee 
us hungring and thirſting to Chriſt, and 
eſpecially in the way of this ordinance, 
pretences are multiplied under the name 
of ſcruples, for abſtaining from it, which 
are never to be ſatisfied. I verily be- 
lieve that, few inſtances excepted, they 
may all be reſolved into ignorance | of 

Chriſt, and of our want of him; and ſe- 
eret unwillingneſs to cloſe with him. And 
as to what many alledge of buſineſs, and 
want of time to prepare themſelves as they 
ought ; let them be exhorted to prepare 


themſelves as much as they pleaſe, by a 
1 | careful 


pie 


careful mende into the ſtate of their 
ſouls, as our church direQs, But then 
let them be told, that thoſe who truſt only 
in Chriſt, and long to know more of him, 
and to be made alive unto God by him, 
are never unprepared. And that without 
this faith and deſire, and actual turning to 
_ God according to the Goſpel, all other 
Preparation is vain; proceeds upon a miſ- 
take; and ſhuts them up in blindneſs and 
_ deluſion. And whoever they are who 
come to the ſacrament without having, or 
deſiring to have an intereſt in Chriſt 5 we 
are ſo far from encouraging them 4 it, 
that we declare aloud it does not belong to 
them; and cannot help beſeeching them 
not to mock God, and deceive themſelves 
any longer. For all they do by their 
ſhameful abuſe of this moſt ſacred act of 
chriſtian worſhip, is to bring di grace up- 
on the name and religion of Chriſt; and 
put a fatal bar in the way of their own 
converſion; by thinking they are entitled 
to the benefits of worthy receivers, When 
they are utterly unqualified for them, an 


95 wa indeed deſire them. | 


| Af 1 ai in concluſion once more be- 
tech you all, dearly beloved, by your 


5 on "Ty to conſider and digeſt 
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the inſtruction contained in our church 
cCatechiſm under the ſeveral heads of the 
chriſtian covenant, faith, obedience, prayer, 
and ſacraments; that ſo you may examine 
the ſtate of your hearts by it. The lot of 
the lower part of mankind wou'd be hard 
indeed, if, as they are but too apt to al. 
ledge, they could not underſtand this, 
and all other neceſſary chriſtian inſtruction. 
But let me obſerve to you again, if they 
do not, it is becauſe they ate not yet | 
in ſpirit, and will nut underſtand che truth 
of their condition, For till chis is known, 
neither rich, nor poor, are capable of 
knowing any thing truly of Chriſt, and 
his religion ; they can only- prate about it, 
and turn it into an empty form. It goes 
full as hard with a learned man to under- 
ſtand how he is by nature born in ſin, 
and muſt receiue ibe kingdom of. Gd a- 2 
little child, (*) as it does with any of you. 
Bot the work of Irie in all mat be laid 


00 Note 5 Little a: or 1 * _ 
one appetite, know what they want, and can be 
quieted with nothing elſe, do what you will to them. 
2. Young children have every thing to Teatn ; are 
incapable of ſtriking oat a rule of conduct for them - 

ſelves ; and receive what is taught them with andiſ, 
pating ſimplicity. O] that it were once ſo with us! 
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deep in this conviction. + And by it, and 
by che Spirit of God working with it, the 

bleflings of the goſpel will ſoon be per- 

_ ceived by every man to be as ſuitable to 

3 his caſe, as meat and drink is to him, 
when he is hungry and thirſty ; and as 
eagerly ſought after. He will not only, 
underſtand, but pray (] his catechiſm de- 

voutly. He will beſeech God, as for his- 
life, to confirm to him his covenant of 
peace in Chriſt, To eſtabliſn him in the 
faith of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
and preſerve him in faithful dependance 
on the ever bleſſed. Trinity for the work of 
divine grace in his ſoul: to love God with 
all his heart, &c. and his neighbour, as 
himſelf: to know his on weakneſs more 
and more; and be ſtir'd up to cry migh- 
tily to the Lord for help: to live up to 
his baptiſm, by dying to ſin; and to re- 
member Chriſt's death in the ſacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper, not only as his ranſom 
from death, but as the price with which 
he has bought him into his ſervice ; that 
he may glorify God in his body, and in his 
Spirit, which are God's, 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
And not live unto himſelf, but unto bim 

9) See Bp. Ken's Practice of divine love; which 

is an expoſition of the church catechiſm in a continued 


evhich 


ſtrain of rapturous devotions. 


— 


tung! 
0 ch: 4 y”_=_ bim, word __ IM 2 cor 
v. 2 85 ö 
5 Kik 11 us ; all pray n that Br | 
| God of our Lord 'Feſus Chriſt, the Father 


of glory, may give unto us the ſpirit of wiſ* 
dom and revelation in the knowledge of bim: 


the eyes of our underſtanding being enlight- 
end; that we may know. what is the bope of 
Bis calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the ſaints; and what is 
the exceeding greatneſs of bis power to us ward 
who believe, according to 'the' working of his 
mighty power ; ' which he wrought in Chriſt 
| Feſus when B. raiſed bim from the a 
Eph. :. 1720.” Amen. 
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Jul. — oP hid ly c. Hirn and 
| L. Hawss, in Pater- noſter Row, 


I. THE DIVINE BANQUET: 

. or, Sa RAM ENTAL DEVOTIONS, 
Cong of Morning and Evening Pray- 
ers, Contemplations and Hymns for every 
Day in the Week, in order to a more ſo- 
lem Preparation for the worthy receiving 
of the Holy Communion. Tr 

Together with Brief Reſolutions to all 
thoſe Scruples and Objections uſually al- 
ledged for the Omiſſion of this' important 
Duty. 
To which is added, The Devout Chri- 
ſtian's Daily Sacrifice; or, Morning and 
Evening Prayers for every Day, upon 
ordinary Occaſions: With Graces. 


u. A GUIDE to ETERNAL 


x. GLORY : or, Brief Directions 
to all Chriſtians how to attain everlaſting 


_ Salvation. 


To which are added, Several other Di- 
vine Tracts, | 
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